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How: oft I cryd, O comes thou tragic: Queen! 


| 2 tread yea! 1% 1 1 1+ 4. 4d © 0 
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The Rev. Mr HURD. 


RIEND een * ben the willing 
Muſe 
Sead ver my breaſt her. warm Ne tent. 
Saw'ſt the'freſh ſeeds theit vital powers diffuſe, 
And fed'ſt them with the foltring dew of praiſe! 
Whate'er the produce of th unthrifty ſoil, 
The leaves; the flowers, the fruits, to thee belong: 


The labourer earns the wages of his toil; TY 45 | 


Who form'd the Poet, well may. claim-thei ſong; 
Yes, tis my pride to own, that taught hy thee 
My conſcious foul ſuperior flights effay'd ;/ 
Learnt from thy lore the Poet's dignity, © 7h. 
And ſpurn'd the hirelings of the rhyming trade. 
Say, ſcenes: of Science; ſay, thou haunted ſtream! 
A For oft my Muſe· led ſteps did'ſt thou behold] 


Ho / on thy banks I rifled every theme, lin 


That Fancy fabled in her age of gold. 


March from thy Goes EA. fin bene 


fri 
« Saw thy proud pall it's purple length devolve, 
Saw thee uplift the glitt'ring dagger high, 
onder with Bxed brow thy ds teſolve ＋ 
rd to ſtrike, to triumpl and to te. 

* 1 then to Britain's plain that choral throng, 
Diſplay thy buſkin'd pomp, thy golden lyre, 
Give her hiſtoric forms the ſoul of ſong, 
And mingle Attic art with.Shakeſpear's fire.” 


„Au band bay; dat thaw preſoroeito denn 2 


| The Muſe reply'd. © Miſtaken ſuppliant, know, 
OS Tadight in Shakeſpe's breal the dazaling fue 


<« Exhauſted, all Parnaſſus could reflow: Nas 
Ie Art remains; and, if Fomchitiuighter 
Thy mimicipower one vivich beam can ſciak, 
V Erdeeed u and in that beſt of taſks engage. 

Which tende at ones $0-piraſity.and-1o- pleaſe” 
8 . Tat. dpaneatabus 
See % i ade ro. 0) abi you ai: 297 


Soft _ watblings ecaho l ihre the grove; 


And fair Elfrida paur d forth alb her woes; 1:11; ! 


Tbe hapleſs-panern of οmα,jmd oe ee. 
More awful-ſcenes. old Nona nent display d: 
13 loom d, her foreſts nd om high, 


hile fam d within their confeerazed nde. 


| The Genius;ſtern.of - Britiſh liberty. 17 16.1 
And. fe, my und! to thee. thoſe ſconos can 
diſte ſign id: E 299914) ee cont ene 


01 L with thy honou d name. 


| Around Ihe page be friendihip u chaplet tend; 
As, if they And che wonk uh haelt Fame, 
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[ vit ] 
Perchance the candour of ſome nobler age 
May praiſe the Bard, who bad gay Folly bear 
Her cheap applauſes to the buſy ſtage 
And leave him penſive Virtue's ſilent tear; 
Choſe too to conſecrte his fav dine ſtraiinn 
To Him, who grac'd by ev'ry liberal art, 
That beſt might ſhine amid the learned train, 
Vet more excell'd ; in morals, and in heart: 
Whoſe equal mind could ſee vain fortune „ F 
Her flimzy favours on the fawning crew, 
While i in low Thurcaſton's ſequęſter d bower 
She fixt him diſtant from Promotions rd 
vet, ſhelter'd ble by calm Contentment's wing; 3 
Pleas'd he could ſmile, and with' ſage Hook & 


[Sg ARES mother" dich Code bebe 
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& And ext his bread in e 2 ; 


20 March 17 59. 
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CARACTACUS, 
A 


Dramatic Poem. 


AULUS DIDIUS, with Romans. : 
1 YHIS is the ſecret centre of the iſle : 
Here, ee N and we 

wonder EO, 
* on the ſolemn ſcenes behold- yon oak, = 
| How ſtern he frowns, and with his broad brown arms | 
Chills the pale plain beneath him: mark yon altar, 5 
The dark ſtream brawling round it's rugged baſe, 
Theſe cliffs, theſe yawning caverns, this wide circus, 
Skirted with unhewn ſtone : they awe my a 
As if the very Genius of the place 
Himſelf appear d, and with terrific tread | 
Stalk'd thro' his drear domain. And ye, ry friends, 
(If ſhapes like his be but the faricy's coinage} 

„ eee mee, ff | 
Mid the lone majeſty of untam'd nature, 9 55 
Controuling ſober reaſon ; tell me elſe, 0 
Why do theſe haunts of barb rous ſuperſtition 
O' ercome me thus? I ſcorn them, „ * 
Call forth the Britiſn Princes: Wa e 
1 mean to ſchool them to our enterprize. 

et Cn aher Yrs and rey 
SS B 
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2 CARACTACUS 


AULUS DADEDS, VELEINUS, 


Ye e pledges dear of Caniſmatdunt s fait 
Approach! and to my uninſtructed ear — 


Explain this ſcene of hotror. 
| ELIDURUS, 


| Daring; Roman, \ SD FL ee C = 
Thy footſteps preſs on nr dad: EY 


Theſe mighty piles of magic-planted rock, 
Thus rang d in myſtic order; mark the plate 
WY but at times of beheſt felt ; 


Aulus DIDIUS. *. . 
Where della fue four? wot Sin; 260300 
, VELLINUS... RE 
He aa} emit Tenn: 


No ſheds a fide-long N Hu i brotherhood 


Teds ge nn cliffs. 715 5 


. e DIDIUS.. 


„ 


0 Mine « eye: Aab a . eee of. e T: 
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98 


\ Reſide the Sages Ikllbd in W e | 
The changeful univerſe, it's numbers, powers, 


And en another. gud) 


Aer: E LID UR 6s. Qi 191 % 
On the left 1707 N he Kh I An 15 | FR En. , 


Studious they meaſure, ſave when meditation Fe) 
eee 
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CARACTACUS 3 

- Rob'd in their flowing veſts of innocent white, 
Deſcend, with harps that glitter to the moon, 
Hymning immortal ſtrains. The ſpirits of air, 
Of earth, of water, nay of heav'n itſelf. 
Do liſten to their lay : and oft, tis faid, 
In viſible ſhapes dance they a magic round 
To the high minſtrelſy. Now, if thine eye 
Be ſated with the view, haſte to thy ſhips ; 
And ply thine oars ; for, if the Druids learn 
This bold intruſion, tho wilt d it 1 
To foil their fury. Bo 


AU LUS bibfus. 
Prince, I did not moor a 
My light-arm'd ſhallops on this dangerous rand, 
To Woch « fruitleſs curioſity : | 
J come in queſt of proud Caraftacus; © © 
Who, when our veterans put his wap ehe 
. refuge here. 


ELIDURUS. 


If. here che Monarch fe, 8 
Preſumptuous Chief ! thou might'ſt as well ela 
To pluck him from yon ſtars: Earth's ample range 

| Contains no ſurer refuge: underneath 3 

wa The ſoil we tread, a hundred ſecret paths, Nl 


#7 o 


Ce * 


A 


3 Scoopt thro? the d b ene 
* Lead to as many caverns, dark, and deep: if 
? Mid which che hoary ſages act their rites © - 
& Þ Myſterious, rites of ſuch ſtrange potencey 

28 r eee ere ſun, 


role * . A 


* * + arte T7 


4  CARACTACUS 


We know the taſk 


Tho? thron'd in noontide brightneſs. "Is ſuch Jens 
He may for life lig kid. 4+ eee TY 


Aulus bipios . 


* 


Moſt difficult : yet has thy wee, 
'Furniſh'd the means. 


ELIDURUS. 


My  mothet fayſt thou, Roman ? B WI 


Aus DIDIUS. _- 
In prov of du firm lth he erte Rome, 
She ane her honour's hoſtages. 4 


e ELIDURUS.. 1 

- She did and we ſubmit. , 22 
AULus bibius, 8 

- To Rome we bear ye; f | 


\ 


4 


A oo do EIT be 
Tour loves, __ friendſhips, all your ſouls how 


96; 1 precious. 1. * FP 53 
if "ELIDVUnUS.. : 
| And dat thou taunt us, Roman, with our fre? 
Abus DIDIUS.. 5 


Vo, Youth, by heav'n, L would avert tha . 
hh poke Bengt, N 

- VELLINUS, ELIDURUS. 
a AU.LDS.DIDIVS.. 

And would — gain it? cake ; 

"© kit F4 ner #44 

- Name the | 
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: enten 5 
Aulus DpiIpfus. 
The taſk 1455 Haſte ye to theſe Druids: 
Tell them ye come, commiſſion*d by 1 
To ſeek the great Caractacus; and cal! 
His valour to her aid, againſt the Legions, 
Which, led by our Oſtorius, now aſlail 
Her frontiers. The late treaty ſhe has ſeabd 
Is yet unknown: and this her royal ſignet, 
Which more to maſk our purpoſe was obtain'd, 
Shall be your pledge of faith. The eager king 
ill gladly take the charge; and, he 1 
Wet elſe remains, but to the Meinai's ſhore 
Ve lead his credulous ſtep? there will we ſeize him: 
Bear him to Rome, the ſubſtitute for you,” * 
And give you back to freedom. „ 


VELLINUS. 
2 "799 
3 _AULUS wi wr 


Af, or he, preveg chis artifice, ' _ wk 8 


Then force muſt take way: then flaming _ 
And biting axes, weilded by our ſoldiers, . _ 

/ Muſt level theſe thick ſhades; and fo unlodge 

| The lurking forage. | 


klipp Ws 
Gods, ſhall Mona periſh? i. * * 


| AULUS DID Ius. ＋ 
Prinom, „ 
Meaſure it's magnitude; unleſs ere daw i, 
3s 222 


| Go then, and proſper; I fall rh re io 


- 


Ye lure this untam'd-lion to our tolls. 87 2 45 
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6 . CARACTACUS 
And there expect his coming. . Youths, remember, 
He muſt to Rome to grace great Cæſar's e 
Cæſar and Fate demand him at your hands. 


| Excunt Aki Didi and Roman. 
ELIDURUS,” VELLINUS.. 


| And will bear in ſuffer it? Will che juſt gods, - 


That tread yon ſpangled pavement ofer dur heads, 

Look from their it eee Will theſe 
Druids 

Their ſage vicegerents, not call down the thunders 

And will not inſtant it's hot bolts be darted 


In-ſuch a xighteous cauſe? Yes, good old king, 
Yes, laſt of Britons, . 
And ſhalt be ſuch till deatng. 


tips. a 


What means my brother, „ 


Fg 


of fi 
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*4 


„ "ELIiDuavs 4 1 

mos Poſt thou accept it ? +; . * "IH | 2 F : 

. gives us liberty. | 1 1 
OO ies "4 

1 makes us traytors. 3 

Gods, would Vellinus do a deed of baer 

, v es 
Win Edurus ſcorn the racy boon, 
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| | Yes, —_ — price. U 233 here 4 4 
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CARACTACUS. 7 


weer | 
"Bo then, „„, ITT , 
__ "ELIDURUS. 


It ſhall not be: T 
1 will proclaim the fraud, 
Iris 
| Wilt thou? * is well. AN 1 
Hie to yon cave; call loudly on the Druid; a 
And bid him drag to ignominious death 2 9 
The partner of thy blood. Yet, hope not thou © 
To 'ſcape; for thou didſt join my impious ſteps: 
Therefore bis wrath ſhall curſe ther: thou ha | 
ö . e 5 
Yet ſhalt thou live an interdi&ted wretch, | 25 5 
All rights of nature cancel d. 1 * | A 
15 eee 1 
0 Vellinu! d! r $ 
* Rend not my ſoul: by heav n thou born! love : I 
3 NE of E 
As fervently ; as depth &er lov'd brother : 8 Fs X 2 


Id, loving thee, Ichought I lov'd mine va 
5 Ah! do not wake, dear youth, in this true e 


So fierce 3 conflict. oat 1536 ay 
tl, : VELLINUS.. FI 


Honour's voice commands 
B Shan ett hey thy ee and chy queen, j 
To bid thee fave-theſe conſecrated 6 gore 501 
Be ther Ba — e yods N 


* , 3» 
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„ Aid e an 


| . No, let us ſtay, and by our proſperous art . | 


My ſober thought; I will convince thy trap 
5 Cool reaſon may demand. 
| To Rowe * with reaſon: 
| Into the level courſe of right and justice 
5 Try if twill tame theſe inſolent invaders; 


Ws thus, in ſavageneſs of conqueſt, claim 
Whom. chance of war has ſpar' d. vin Fam 


- . Vain rake leave me. ; 582 ; 4 Tots 
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© 
Ab 


E L1IDU/RUS. | ' 
Hence let us haſte, mam tion . 
Of this wide iſle z, nor view the ſucrilege. 
VELLINUS. a Of 


Prevent the ſacrilege. Mark me, my brother, 
More years, and more experience have matur'd 


Thar this our deed has ev'ry honeſt landtion . 


ff ELIDURUS. $4 


Try if *twill bring her Ae Ambition i 


proſper. .. 


4 6. pray hee, do we rf fr wy Gu 
- * I's inbred boneſty : that holy fame 
Howe er etlips'd by Rome's black. influence | LY? 

1 . 


7 7 


'VELLINUS. 1 


ELIDURUS. 


W ee. ME W penn 
1 muſt not, eee eee 
Think, — iould Gil cheſs hoby-men, 


How will chein juſtice rend thy/rraierous-limbs > - 
OO EA Ion] nſc 


Lift your boughs of veryain blue, | 2 
Dipt in cold September dew; © ga 2 
And daſh the moiſture chaſte, ad es” 2280 


eARACTACus. 
How will they ever goad thy guilty. ſoul? 
Mercy, defend us! fee; the awful Druids - 


Are iſſuing from their caves: herr k thou yon ignal ? 


Lo, on the inſtant all the mountain whitens ; 
With ſlow- deſcending Bards. Retire, retire; 
RE UA WIRES 

Is death. 


VELLINUS/: 
In wait the duüng af Mar rite 
In yonder vale: do thou; te va. 


Betray, or aid me. 407 10 


ELIDURUS- 
To betray thee; youth; Mlb Weg 


| * love 5 honour, clas! wig ths, 


7 2 
bs enonus 
szulchokus. 1 


— 


Not a night-breeze wakes to blow; als 1; 
Circle, ſons, this hoſy ground; 988 "AL 
Cirele cloſe, in triple row; NES 
And, if maſl d in vapors dtear, 


Any earth-born Spirit dare 


To hover round this ſacred ſpace; © | 263 Per 
Hide wi ig hl i mary e. 


— * d 
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Brethren! ſay, for this high haut. 


Are the anilk-white ſteers præpard? 

What nc th rt yoke e e. 

To the furrow yet unbroke? 

For nn bleed beneath yon 4 
"SEMICHORUS. _ 
Druid, theſe, eee 


Are all prepar d. ** 


en 0 RU: . 


But tell me yet. 


Cadwall! did thy ſep profound 1 er 


Dive into the cavern deep, | 

© Twice twelve fathom under ground, — 
Where our ſage fore · fathers leep? 7? 
Thence with reverence haſt thou me” 

From the conſecrated cheſt, 

The golden fickle,” ſcrip, and veſt, 

Whilom by 'old Belinus worn? | 

S8 EMI CeHOR Us. 


4 V * TH 25% 113 3 G7. 
Druid; theſe bed A 


7 2 9 e OE 4137 
Are all prepar'd. | | wth ee 
| |  SEMICHORUS 
But tell me yet, ad bd 1 A 2 A 4. * * 


From the grot of charms and * . = N 5 


Where our matron ſiſter dwells, . Lis dhe 
Brennus ! has thy. holy hand 10 A duo Pk 
Safely brought the druid wand ? 2+ Wee 8070 
And the p potent adder-ftone, . his tidy Had bas fs 
Genders "ore fore the 8 II 9 12 


When, in — * wile * woYl 


* 


3 4 4 i.) 7 I <<. ad 
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CARACTACUS. - BY 


The foaming ſnakes prolific join; »* 7 


When they hifs, and when they bat G90 203 an A. 


Their wond' rous egg aloof"in air; J 4 ar 7 
Thence, before to earth ix füll. 
The Druid, in his hallow'd all, | 

Receives the prize; 24124 14 4 

And inſtant flys, 14030 ; | 
Follow'd by Eenvencat@brocd, dee yio!t ein 
Till e the cryſtal flood. M Asal: 9101! 


1 eee 
Druid, tk, BAS e . ws. edn 


: De 


| pe on 
Are all EE, | 1 


Fo. 0 3% 
Oi * — 1 ? 4 n he 


Then all's We mats FH 4b) To Loft 24: * 0] 
And now let nine of the ſelected band. 
Whoſe greener years befit ſuch ſtation 5 071 
With wary circuit pace around the grove :- 
And guard each inlet; e n eye | 
Of buſy curioſity profane e 
Pry on our rites: which in dd be cl 5 
As done i th: very central Womb of cart. 
Occafion claims it; for Caractacus nien en x "4 
This night demands admiſſion to our train. 
He, once our king,. while ought his power avail'd 
To fave his country from the rod of tyrants; . 


That duty paſt, does wiſely now retire. ry Þ 


To end his days in HOLE: 4 nic 


Druid with Druids, in this chief of groves, . 
Ev'n in the heart of Mona. Ser; he Comes! 1:7 


How aufu is his port mark him; my friends! 
* 8 
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EI CARACTACYUS 

i He looks, —— — 
After the conftiẽt of heav'n's.angry bolts, 
Frown with a dignity unmark'd- before. 
e eee Healhtorhe king! 


| CARACTACUS,. EVELINa, 
f E H O RUS, 5 LT” 


This holy Pee, therkinkeas doth vhid-njgtir wear 
More than it's wonted. gleom : Druid, theſe groves 
Have caught the diſmal, colouring of my ſoul, 
Changing their dark dun garbs to very fable, 

Ia pity to their gueſt. © Hail, hallow'd oaks! | 
Hail, Britiſh born! who, laſt of Britiſh race, 
Hold your | richts by nature's charter; 
Not at the nod of Cæſar. Happy foreſters, 

Ye wave your bold heads mid the n 1 
Nor aſk, for priviledge, a pretor's edc. 
Ye, with: e eee 
Graſp the bude ye bang from; and, ere 
In knotty hardihood, till proudly ſpread” | 
Your leafy banners *gainſt the tyrannous north, 

| Who Roman like afſails/you. Tell me, Druid, 
Eo ala. e eee 
Then Ou ee (Tf hs #5 Of eh tity Sh 
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CARACTACUS. 


* 
* 


A king ; and Heav'n, who bade theſe warrior oaks 
Lift their green ſhields againſt the fiery ſun, 
To fence their ſubject plain, did mean, that I _ 
Should, with as firm an arm, prote& my people, 
Againſt the peſtilent glare of Rome's ambition. 


I faib'd; and how I fail'd, thou know'ſt too well; 


So does the babbling world: and therefore, Dri. 
Fan LIKED 


„„ CHORUS. 


See, e he *. 


Which, if heav'n frown not, conſecrate thee Druid ; 


See to the altat's baſe the victims ld. 


From whoſe ner gehn blood wen hen read 


ls high brheſts; which if aſſenting found, 


D 
The veſt of ſanctity; while at the act 


Von white-rob'd bards, ſweeping their dene harp, 


Shall lift their choral warblings to the ſkies, * 
And call che gods to witneſs. Mean-while, His 


| Bethink thee well if ought on this vain earth © 


Still holds too firm an unioh with, thy _, 


Eftranging i it from peace. 


Loco CARAGTACUS. 


Thad a-queen :: | 
Bear with my Sn Druid! cbs rough rea 
| Muſt heave a ſigh, for ſhe is unreveng d. 


And can I taſte true peace, ſhe unre . 


| To chaſte, ſo lov'd a od * e 
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14 'CARACTACUS. 
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EVELIN A. 

To. hang thus 464 

Sdftens the pang of grief; and the ſweet thought, 
That a fond father ſtill ſupports his child, 8 
| Sheds, on my penlive mind, ſuch ſoothing balm, 
As doth the bleſſing of theſe pious ſeers, . 
When moſt they wiſh our welfare. Would to heav'n n 
A daughter's preſence could as much avail, 

To eaſe her father's woes, as his doth mine. 


„3 OASAGCTACHA ee 


Ever moſt gentle l. come unto ci wg 5 


Dear pattern of che precious priae I loſt. 

Loſt, ſo inglorious loſt; my friends, theſe eyes 
Did ſee her torn from, my defenceleſs camp; 

1 Tongs re 
- ave, her : 40003 2c 

My boy, > Paid "8 Wade we og 

| e eee 
| Beheld, end- del. 

5 10 EV ELINA. 

Ah! Sir, 1 

My brother's fame; he fled, but wm. 
His ſcatter'd forces to purſue and ſave her. 


CARACTACUS 5c wi! 


1 
TT 


Her bluſhing face in AR duſky veil. 
'The ro + 4/34. 3.8 e 2 32 


nm — . a Aa. AO Mn MS . 8 „ 4 


titer, he fled. "Now, by yon gracious moon, 
| That riſing faw the deed, and inflant het“. 


CARACTACUS. 15! 


| EVELINA. diate ar. 
3 eee 

Mid flaughter'd thouſands of the haughty foe, - 
Victim to filial love. Arviragus, 
Thou hadſt no ſiſter near the bloody field, id 
Whoſe ſorrowing ſearch, led by yon orb of night, 
Might find thy body ; waſh with tears ”y wounds 5 
And ved. n 


| CnOnVs. Lion yt 
n e AD 
Nor thou, ſad prince, 4 mhatg'r hel. 

Be he a captive, fugitive, or corſe, 
He is what heav'n ordain'd:: 9 
Permit no exclamation 'gainſt-hear'n's-will- 2501 1 
To violate their echoes: Patience, here, A | 
Mar acchs nods e 

In mute ſubmiſſion lifts th* adoring eye, p 


Ev'n to the. ſtorm that wrecks her. 
gs BYELING., pes, 
Holy Druid, el at 


If ought my erring tongue has e 8 
This ſacred place, I from my ſoul abjure it. 

And. will theſe lips bar with eternal ſilence, i; | 
Rather than ſpeak a word, or act a dee LEES? = 
Unmeet for thy ſage daughters; bleſſing, firſt.» f 
This halo /d Hurt, chat takes me ſtom che wrd. BP 
Artes mapa fs e eee fab] 


16 CARACTACUS. 
| + QUOCRUSE: 


| "Tis wiſely ſaid. See, prince, this prudent maid, 


Now, while the ruddy flame of ſparkling youth 


Glows on het re cheek; can EO 


| cereus 
Would fave my queen 

From a baſe raviſher ;- would ies lane 
This falchion in his breaſt, amd f avetige | 
Inſulted royalty. O holy men! 

Ye are the ſons of piety and peace; 

Ye never felt the ſharp vindictive ſpur, 


That goads the injur'd warrier; che hot tide, 


That. fluſhes-erimfon. on the conſcious check 
Of him, who burns for glory; elſe indeed 


Ye much would pity me: would curſe . 


| nn.” 
Robs me of hope, tells me this truſty ſteel 
Muſt never cleave one Roman helm again 


Never 8 . Wenn nor free wg . 


5 CHORUS: 
8 "Tis heav'n 8 d wil— 


| CARACTACUS., 
I know it, reverend fathers 3 


. erate 


Shall never more behold that virtuous woman, 


To ae my" yoo was conſtant, "ras heaven's 


nil non 
2 warben hour, 
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AC TA cus. wu 
When all my ſquadrons fled, and left their king 
Old and defenceleſs: him, who nine whole years 
Had ſtemmr d all Rome with their firm phallanx: yes, 

For Hine whole years, my friends, deen y ; 
The valiant veteraris, oft to victory 
Never *tilt then to ſname. Bear with my r 

Fre done : bejid the rites. ds 


815 CHORUS: mt it 

O would td heav'n 79 FE 
A frame of mind, more fitted to theſe rites, - 

Poſſeſt thee, Prince that Reſignation meek, 
That dove- ey'd Peace, handmaid of Sanctity, 
Approach d this altar with thee : *ſtead of theſe, 1 
See I not gaunt Revenge, enſanguin'd Slaughter, - 
And mad Ambition; elinging to thy ſoul,” en wy 
Eager to ſnatch'thee back to their domain, 
Back to a vain and tmiſerable world? n 
Whoſe miſery, and vanity, tho” try'd; n do e 85 
Thou ftill hold'ſt dearer ghan theſe ſolemn ſhades, i. 
Where Quiet reigns with Virtue ? Try we yet | 
Wine nnen 25 a l . 
Much is the potency of pious prayer: fs | 
ame oh fic Wes ee $2, 
By ſage myſterious office: When the ſoul, ' | , C4 
„ * 9 
Of fleſhly thraldom, feels herſelf upborn | 
On plumes of extaſy, and boldly ſprings, E . 
Mid eee wa rag ra, Wi: 
Up to the porch of hi n e e 
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6 2. 
Deign viſit mortal men, ſave on ſome cauſe 


On it's hoar top in domes of cryſtaline ice, 


| a e nk put REED 


Hark, her loudeſb echo ring; 


/ Meet upon thy front of ſmow.: Fg nels mf 
See, their gold and ebon rod, f n 7 


CARACTACUS. 
penetrate, may purge, may puri, In 
His yet unhallow d boſom; call ye hither Ste 
The airy tribe, . | 
En on mgeſtic Snowdon; they, who never 


Or higheſt import, but, ſublimely ſhrin'd 


Hold converſe with thoſe ſpirits, that poſſeſs 


a . 0 5 8 
MON r 1 1 
Hear, chou King af mountains, n! N 
Hark, ſhe ſpeaks from all her ſtrings s 


4 n 
% 1 * ++ +; 8 
11 : 3 2 * S 


ee mountains, bend . = 1 . 
Send thy. ſpirits, ſend them ſoon, 
Now, when Midnight ad he Noon 


Yon the ſober liſters nod. boy wt on our: Br 
Snowdon. mark le Magic's hour 4. . 0 
Nox the eee e uy ee Ved B 
For to rend chy ribs of rock, eee 

And burſt thy baſe with wander, be. 

But 10 thee no ruder ſpell 


Nen ee As nz 


1 


1 
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Ceaſe, ye glittering race. of light, 


Liſten"all—— | 


CARACTAOUS/ 19 
In muſic's ſecret cells, and lie 


Steep'd in the ſtream of harmony. 555 e f 
7 2 2. . 4 Ny "5 16 
Snowdon has heard the ſtrain: OA NY 
Hark, amid the wond'ring grove 1 NIN 
Other harpings anſwer clear, OMIA 
Other voices meet our ear, 
Pinnions flutter, ſhadows move, | ; 


Buſy murmurs hum around, 
Ruſtling veſtments bruſh the ground Wor rin 
Round, and round, eee nf 


Thro? the twilight, thro' the hade. 
Mount the oak's majeſtic head. i 
And gild the rufted miſſeltoe. N 1 20 5 1 7 « 


1 
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Cloſe your wings, and check a fight: _ 1 
Here, arrang'd in order due, x | „„ 
Spread your robes of ſaffron 8 in nts as 12 

For lo, with more than mortal fire 

Mighty Mador ſmites the lyre: e 
Hark he ſweeps the maſter-ſirings ; 90 d % e . 
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Break off; | a oak involves 8 e 


The central oak doth ſhake, ent 
Of ſteps prophane: Caradtacus, retire; ; L bo hr TR 
Bear off the victims; Mona is polluted. : | 
$EMICHORUS, ;- oh 'F.. 
Fate, s AS ear 0 oF 
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CAR ACTACUS. 
Vho, in the bottom of a ſhadowy dell, 


Held earneſt converſe : Bron do hey ſem, 
And of Brigantian race. | 


"CHORUS. 
Haſte, drag them hither. S 2 
VELLINUS, 'ELIDURUS, 
CHORUS. 


5 O ſpare, ye ſage and venerable Druids? | 


Four countrymen and ſons. 
| CHORUS, | 


Unheard of Phet Ruge hertae; 

Eyv*n impious Rome, whom 3 ken more 
impious, ; 4 

Would not have dar d Gaſt. 01 for words, 


| Big with the fierceſt force of exocrationy” 


To blaſt the deed, A 

„ ELIDURUS. 71 WE 
Spare the curſe, | BE, om 
Oh W our youth} meh feen © 

. CHORDS, e 11 

V it not nov dhe har 8 
The holy hour, when l 
Of yon ſtarr d concave climbs the full-orb'd moon, 
© And to this nether world i in ſolemn ſtillneſs 
Gives ſign. that to nf ming eat of Heav'n | 
Religion $ voice "ſhould plead, the very babe 
Knows this, and, chance Wake d, his little hands 
Lifts to the gods, and on his mnocent couch 


7 5 Calls down a blefſing. eee 


Plead ignorance, and impiouſty preſume 
To L 5 bai! 
s U 


On Mona's hallow'd = ? hom, wrerches, know, 
At any hour ſuch boldneſs is a crime, | 
At this tis ſacrilege. | 


| VELLINUS. 
Were Mona's plain 225 
| More hallow'd ſtill, hallow'd as is Hes 5 l. 
The cauſe might plead our pardon. 


ELIDURUS. | 
| Mighty Druid! 10 Pm 
True, we have rafhly dar'd, yet, forc' d 1 aan. | 
Our ſov'reign's mandate — | 
 VELLINUS.. 


Elder by r my birth, 1 
Brother, I claim, in right of aden, 
Fee. hots $84.7 
CHORUS. t en Ani 
Speak then; ö t. it; 45 , V3 9 
; But ſee thy words anſwer in honeſt Vw Bi oy ns} 


To this proud prelude. | N e muſt be | 


weighty, 3 4 * | a. Nr N! 
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New nerves to vanquiſh'd valour, to do, 


Wat, with the bleſſing of the Gods, may ove. R 


A bleeding country from oppreſſion 's ſword. 
Be weighty buſineſs, know, „„ 4 
And on.it's hop d ſucceſs, e ee. 0 
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| bee nu nc, briefly and bald, 
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Tis boldly ſaid, and, grant twere truly ſaid, - 

- Think'ſt thou he were not here from fraud or farce | 

As fafe as midſt a camp of conquerors? WT | 
| Here, youth, he would be guarded by the gods; 


As precious and as ſafe; record the time, 
That made her groves his refuge. 


Think not ſo harſhly of bur enterprize. 


2 (Be brave Car 2 8 or here or abſent) n 7 2 
Shall inſtant learn it. From che north ene, 


 OARACTACUS. 


YE! VE * L 1 N * 8. | IS, 


| CHORUS. 
Salt thou, proud boy ? 


* 
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Their own high hoſtage ; and each ſacred hair 
Of his ſelected head, wauld in theſe caverns _ 
Sleep with the unſunn'd ſilver of the mine, 


When Mona Cer betriy'd the hapleſs . 
* = 


CEE L l N * 8. 

Holy Druid 

Can force, alas] dwell in our unarm'd hands? 

Can fraud in our young boſoins ? No, dread ſeer, | : 
Our buſineſs told, T'truſt thou'k foon diſclaim' 
The vain ſuſpicion; and thy holy ear Nst 


The ſons of her, whoſe heav'n-entruſted ſway © 


| Bleſſes the bold Brigantes; men who firmly” ©, | 
Have chree F Roman 


 powens,. HY 


| Whiehy ted by fell Oftorius, Kill an 


Our frontiers {- yet ſo oft een e 


8 Ni ths hot nals that now, like ne. 


CARACTACUS. 3 
Nor daring yet to ſeize it. Such the ſtate 
Of us and Rome; mid which our prudent mother, 
Revolving what might to her people's weal 
Beſt ſink the dubious ſcale, gave us ſwift charge 
To ſeek the great Caractacus, and call 
His valour to her aid, to lead her bands, 
To fight the cauſe of liberty and Britain, 
And n theſe ravager s. 
| Caractacus ſtarts ag behind the altar. 


CARACTACUS, VELLINUS, 
_ _ ELIDURUS, eas 
And ye have found me; e 
Friends, ye have found me: lead me to your Queen, 
And the laſt purple drop in theſe old veins 


4 


- 


Shall fall for her and Britain. . 
1 7 c non vs. ITS wr | 
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"VELLINUS... 4 8011 
Ye N b ode man... — th 
The more than man, who for nine bloody. years 
Withſtood all Rome? He is ; that war- like front, 
Seam'd Oer with honeſt ſcars, proclaims he is: 
Kneel, brother, kneel, 8 
We lodge the ſignet: this, in pledge of faith, 
Great Cartiſmandua ſends, 0d ih Kats 7 
pea mea. * 
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| Hang when ber ee, og Got, 
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| In a ally, Prince, N : ( 555 
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Which, wanting abler chiefs, my gracious ppother 
-Commirted to my charge, our troops affaif'd_ 
One outwork of the camp the maſk of night 
Favour'd our arms, and there my r e 
Was doom'd mid other ee to e 


The captive matron. ö 
Bayt CARACTROUS,. A1 
Let nie claſp thee; youth, , |. 5 


And thou ſhalt be my ſon; Ts 2 
Juſt of thy years; Nr right Wait; 
_ Had juſt that freeborn boldneſs on his brow, 
And ver Ne Gap" me Were it hot for lum, 
eee 
| Drives tears da, mi AAS 1 berg r bet 
A : "29d." Of, be tu a eee 
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To 3 country. 


Sits flame · rob'd Victory, who calls mne dd, 
And crowns me with a palm v tf * en” 
Dr e ee e e 
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cnorvs Ae ee So 
To betray thyfelf. t As Jiu 
Taro a ne et ee 
If Heav'n forbids; and of it's awful will” 
Thy futy weck dot: Fas the bleeding vittim 
Pour'd a propitious ſtream ? the milk-white ſteeds _ 
Unrein'd and neighing pranc'd with fav ring ſteps? 
Say, when theſe youths approach's, did not 4 gut 
Of livid {moak involve the bickering lame? 
Did not the foreſt. tremble ? every omen ke He 
Led thee to doubt their boneſty of purpoſe z . 8 125 
And yet, bechde their dinge could tl har | 


purpoſe, 
Ere I had tender'd, as our laws ordain, 


— 


Their teft of faith, thy rudeneſs rulk'd before m we, 
| wa: > ; my guſt rigies. | 10 | us ; 202 bas ary 10 
15 0 CARAGTACUS. 8 
Druid, methinks, _ Dee agil 
At ſuch a time, in ben u cine, Rip“ N 
Mighe'bait'it's ſternneſod Now, e Peale” ” Ds 
Beyond all omens, chat within my bre#t,” mw 4 8 


Which marſhals me to conqueſt ; ſomarking here 


That ſaurches me beyond alf mortal fears, © 810 28% 


Lifts me to where upon her juſper throne” | 2 0 1 T 
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By  CARACTACUS, 
Yet I ſubmit in all —— - 
| CHORUS. 


Tis meet thou ſhould'ſt. 
Thou art a King, a a ſor'reign o'er frail man; 


I am a Druid, ſervant of the Gods; 


Such ſervice;i is above ſuch ſov'reignty, JR 
As well chou knoy'ſt: if they ſhould promyy theſe 


lips P 
To interdict the thing thou darſt to 88 


What would avail thy daring? * 


5 .CARACTACUS. 
Holy man! / 


But thou wilt Bleſs i it; Heav 'n will bid thee leſs it; 
Thou know'ft that, when we fight to ave our 
country, 


We fight the cauſe of Heavin, The ind tt falls, 
Falls hallow'd ; eee ty ny, 
For them and for their altar. 


| CHORUS. 
Valiant Prince ? 


Think not we lightly, rate our: country 50 3 : 


Or thee our country's champion. Welt wunden + 


The glorious meed of thoſe exalted fouls, | 


Wh Game like cher for eee mark mas Prince. 


The time will come, hen Deſtiny and Death, 


Thron' d in a. burning car, —— woes. 
Arm'd with gigantic ſcythes of adamant, 

Shall ſcour this field of life: e kee 2; 
The fiend Oblivion: kingdoms, empires, worlds 


Melt in the general blaze: when, lo, from high 


Andraſte darting, catches from the wreck. .._____- + 
, Wot | * of MING WHIP 
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| CARACTACUS. 27 
The roll of fame, claps her aſcending plumes, | 
And ſtamps on orient ſtars each re name, 
Round her eternal dome. wy 


CARACTACUS. 155 
Speak ever thus, 2 fo 

And I will hear thee, dil a attention faine THE 
In hecdleſs extaly, | | 2 gy 


CH 0 R 0 8. 

This tho* we know., 

Let man beware with beadlong zeal F- he 
Where daughter calls; it is not courage, Prince, 
No nor the pride and practis d {kill in arms, A 
That gains this meed : the warrior is no patriot, - 
Save when, obſequious to the will of Heav'n, 
He draws the ſword of vengeance. 


de ee eee 
Surely, a, £< 
Sucks fair occaſion ſpeaks the will of Heavin— 
PPP 
Monarch, perchance thou haſt a fair 3 ap 
But, if thou haſt, the Gods will ſoon declare it: 
Their ſov'reign will thou know'ſt not; this to learn 
Demands our ſearch. Ye mortals all retire | 1 
Leave ye the grove to us and Inſpiration; IPs 
Nor let a ſtep, or ern one glance prophane, _ . . 
Steal from your caverns : ' ſtay, m my holy brethren, 
Ye time-ennobled Seers, whoſe rev'rend brows .. 
Full eighty winters whiten ; you, ye Bards, S 
Leoline, Cadwall, Feel, Cantaber, ** * De 
Attend _ our ſiumbers: Wondrous men, 
| E 2 


— = - * 
— . . *"E$5 E. 2 
A 8 2 4 — — 2 


| 
* 
. 
7 
* 
1 
= 


4137. 3 


— 


EA 


„ 


28 CAR, ACTACU 
Te, whoſe {kill'd fingers know how beſt to lead, 
Theo all che maze of ſound the wayward ſep | 


Of Harmony, recalling oft, and oft 


' Permitting her unbridled courſe to [tag 85 


Throꝰ diſſonance to concord, ſweeteſt then 


En when expected harſheſt. Mador, thou | 


Alone ſhalt lift thy voice ; nc choral peal 


Shall drown thy ſolemn {ages ; thou belt 
 know'ſt een 


That opiate charm which lulls corporeal ſenſe : 


Thou haft'rhe key, great Bard! that beſt can | ope 
The portal of the ſoul; unlock ir ſtrait, 
Aud kad tie penſive pilgtim on her way, | 
Tur the'valt regions of fururity. | 

ef HKS 3G--135 Eat Caractalus, Fells, 
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HAIL, thou hatp of Phrygian frame! 

In years of yore that Camber bore ARE 
From Troy's ſepulchral flame ;_ ee 
With ancient Brute, to Britain's ſhore | | 


Tip wighty nts came: | . 45 8 
| He had thy. m manly y modes to Pe 
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The fright of harm 
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" Mate Wil chen was cory plain... OPEN. bs 
Save where the flood mid — rude. Si 
Tumbled his tide amain; WO 
And echo from:th* impending wol 
Reſounded the hoarſe ſtrains _ BENNY 
While from the north the ſullen gile 
With year 09 DR a * / 
Diſmal notes, and anſwer'd-{on . 233 
By ſavage howl-the heaths among n o 
What time the wolf doth e vrmbling moo 


ACC OI Roc ine 
: 154 £ mY 15 t 
Thou ſpabeſt, imperl Lyre, - i bak 
The rough roar ceas' | anda Seed bike ' 
Lapt the land in extaſy : _ | 
Fancy, the fairy; with thee came; r 
And Inſpiration, bright- ey d dame, * 2 


Oft at thy call would leave her @pphire 1 5 
And, if not vain the verſe preſumes, 1 H 
Ev'n now ſome chaſt Divinity is near: == ok 


For lo! the ſound of diſtant plumes. / - paſo d 


Phe the ues dr of thei. . 


'Tis not the flight of her; SO 
'Tis ſleep, her dewy 8 
Change, my harp, O change Mees, ; 
Cull, from thy meli, ne OO 
Notes that ſteal on even feet, 4 
Ever ſlow, yet never pauſing 
Mixt with many e recs, . | 275 5 * 5 
| Le a ling'ring cadence POO: 1 1 be 7 


— — — — —ionn — 
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— 
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OR OTE ARE” 


Ms -CARACTACU'S. 


While the pleas'd power finks gently down the ſkies, 
And ſeals 5 ums hr Gown the Druids flumb'ring 


eyes. 
11. 1. 


Thrice I pen and thrice I ſound 


The central ſtring, — 


(By meaſur'd lore profound) 


A ſevenfold chime, and _ and ent 


Above, below, around, 
To mix thy muſe with the ſpheres, 


That warble to immortal ears. 


Inſpiration hears the call; * 

She riſes from her throne above, 

And, ſudden as the glancing meteors fall, 

She comes, ſhe fills the groove. 
11.1 a. 5 

ene her waving hang 

A pencil bears; the days, the years, 

Ariſe: at her command, 


» And each obedient colouring wears. 


Lo, where Time's picturd band 


In hues æthereal glide along; 
O mark the tranſitory throng; 


Now they dazzle, now they die, 


Inſtant they flit from light to ſhade, 


Mark the blue forms of * m_—_ 
O mark them ere they fade. MO e 2 

N. . e 4 
Whence was that inward groan ? 8 
. 255 


„ 561 © < MR 


RH 


The midnight air falls chilly on my breaſt; 


CARA CTACTS: 32: 
T's white and venerable ſhade ? werr 5, 
Why down the conſecrated head 
Courſes in chilly drops the dew of fear ? 
All is not well, the pale-ey'd moon 
Curtains her head in clouds, the ſtars retire, © * 
Save from the ſultry ſouth alone | 
The ſwart ſtar flings his peſtilential fire; 
Ev'n Sleep herſelf will fly, 
If not recall'd by harmony. 
Wake, my lyre! thy ſofteſt numbers, . 
Such as nurſe ecſtatic ſlumbers, * ; 52060n0t't 
Sweet as tranquil virtue fees | 
When the toil of life is ending 
While from earth the ſpirit ſteals. 
And, on new-born plumes aſcending, 
Haſtens to lave in the bright fount of day, 
'Till Deſtiny prepare a ſhrine of purer clay. 

| The ptr ewes; ſpeaks. 


CHORUS. 4 


It may nat be. Ang rise ant” fd 
Why hangs thy bright edge glaring o'er the grove? 2. 
O for.s gand's perye th WY OR PONG. + | 6 HA 
It bows, it falls. „ Neat 
Where am 1? huſh, my ſoul! ee 
"Twas all a dream. Reſume no more the — 2 
The hour is paſt: my brethren! what ye ſaw, _ 

(If what ye ſaw, as by your” looks I read, VI 
Bore like ill-omen'd ſhape) hold it in ſilence. 


17 ro 
* 1 


32 CARACTACHUS. 
And now I ſhiver, now a feyriſh'glow 


ee my nn. n fore tep approaches 


EVELINA CHORUS. 


Thus, with my way ward fears, to — 


On your dread ſynod, ronſing, as ye ſeem, 
From holy trance, enen de. 
pe: 
CEO HUG: 
ee en 
44 EVELING. |. 5 
tle a ee, * 
Too prone to fear, 2 — vain. 
4 — CHORUS. | 
Bur yet declare them. 


c 


wy EVELIN A ee 


I falpe& me much | . 
The faith of theſe Brigantes. 
CHORUS. 

| Say'ſt thou, Virgin? 

| Heed what thou ſay'ſt; Sifpicicn is a get 
That in the breaſt of man, of ireful man, 5 

| Too oft? his welcome finds; yet ſeldom ſure 

eee g . K. 82 

1 "EVELINA, 

Linow it bell: 

We A ii th Al: 

For while he rails, (4nd muck the latteres * 


| More ſerious ſearch : Virgin! proceed. 


Tis true, | 
| My father, rapt in high heroic _ 


Some fond remembrance of her love? ah! none, 
| With tears I ſpeak it, none, got her der bien ; 
las reach d my longing ears. 


C ARACTAC US. 33 
His brother's ſilent carriage gives diſproof 
Of all his boaſt; indeed I mark'd it well; 
And, as my father with the elder held 
Bold ſpeech and warlike, as is ſtill his wont 


When fir'd with hope of conqueſt, oft I ſaw 


A ſigh unbidden heave the younger's breaſt, 


Half check d as itwasrais'd; ſornetimes, methought, 


His gentle eye would caſt a glance on me, 
As if he pitied me; and then again 
Would faſten on my father, gazing there 


To veneration; then he'd figh again, 
Look on the ground, and 1 his modeſt head 


Moſt penſively. 


> CHORVUS. 
This may demand, my breth'reh, 


EVELING. = 


His ev'ry thought big with his country's n 


Heeds not the different carriage of theſe brethren, 


The elder takes him wholly yet, methinks, . 


The younger's manners have I know not what, 


That ſpeaks him far more artleſs. This beſides, 
Is it not ſtrange, if, as the tale reports, 


My mother ſejourns with this diſtant queen, - 


She ſhould not ſend or to my fire, or me, 


7 


E 


24. RNA Cute 


e CHOU 
The gods, my brethren, e en | 
Have wak' d theſe doubts 1 in the untainted breaſt 
Of this mild-maiden ; oft to female ſoftneſs, 
Oft to the purity of virgin ſouls 
Doth heavn it's voluntary light diſpenſe, 


When victims bleed in vain. They mult be ſpies. 


Hie thee, good Cantaber, and to our preſence 
Summon the young Brigantian. 
8 ELINA. 
"Ps vot that, | 
Or, if ye do, yet treat him nothing ſternly ; 


— ſofteſt terms from ſuch a tender breaſt 


Will draw confeſſion, and, if ye ſhall find 


The treaſon ye ſuſpect, forbear to curſe him. 


- (Not that my weakneſs means to guide your wiſdom) 


Yet, as I think he would not wittingly 


Eier do a deed of baſeneſs, were it granted 
That I might queſtion him, my heart forbodes 


It more could gain by gentleneſs and FT! 


t Than wil bee WSN threats. 


* 


CHORUS. 
 Petchatice i it may: 


And quickly ſhalt 600 try. But e che King | 


And with an both the youths. _ 


EVELINA.. 
Alas! my fears FAS 
Forewent my errand, elle bad Linform'd 3 : 
» That therefore did I come, and from my father 


"To — Mark the younger, Druiy 


'A 7 


bs. 


m) 


C AR ACTAC US. 359 
How ſad he ſeems; oft did he in the cave | 


80 fold Bis arms —— 


e TR CHORUS. 
We mark him much, and much 
The elder's free and dreadleſs confidence. 
Virgin, retire a while in yonder vale, _ 
Nor, *till thy royal father quits the grove, © + 
Reſume thy ſtation here. Exit Euelina. 


C ARAC TAC US, CHORUS, 
VELLINUS, ELIDURUS.. 


Forgive me, Druid! * | A 
My eager ſoul no longer could ſuſtain 


The pangs of expectation; hence I ſent | 


The virgin innocence of Evelina, 
Safeſt to break upon your privacy : * 
She not return'd, O pardon! that uncalld 


I follow: the great cauſe, I truſt, abſolves me: 


'Tis your's, *tis freedom's, tis the cauſe of ng 
And ſure heav'n owns it fuch. PLIES FU | 


CHORUS. 
asu, Es 


All that by ſage and ſanctimonious rites 


Might of the gods be aſk'd, we have ellay'd, 
And yet,- nor to our with, nor to their wont, 
. "_ beaign aſſent. 
CAKAQOTACUS.: 
Death e to our ar hopes l | 877 oy 
++, CHORUS. — 
While yer we hy in ſacred Te crane 5 
F 2 Ne EI 


+ Sullen and fad to fancy's frighted eye 

Did ſhapes of dun and murky hue advance, 

In train tumultuous, all' of geſture ſtrange, 
And paſſing horrible ; farting we wak'd, | 

Yet felt no waking calm; till all was dark, 

Still rang our tinkling ears with ſcreams ol woe. 
Suſpicious tremors ſtill— 

L ELIN Vs, 
Of what ſuſpicious ? | 


Druid, our Queen I 
CHORUS. 
Reſtrain thy way- ward tongue, 


Inſolent youth! in ſuch licentious mood 
To interrupt our ſpeech ill ſuits thy years, 
And worſe our ſanctity. | 


CARACTACUS, | 
"Tis his diſtreſs 


Makes him forget, what elſe his reverent t zeal, 
Would pay ye holily. Think what he feels, 
Poor youth! who fears yon moon, before ſhe wanes, 
May ſee his country conquer'd; ſee his mother 
The victor's ſlave, her rqyal blood debas'd, 
Dragging her chains thro' the PL ſtreets of 
'. »Reas ©. i 
To grace oppreſſion” s triumph. Horrid thought! 
Say, can it be that he, whoſe ſtrenuous youth 
Adds vigor to his virtue, &er can bear 
This patiently ? he comes to aſk my aid, 
And, that witheld, (as now he needs muſt FUR 
What means, alas! are left? ſearch Britain round, | 
"wy chief dares 1 ou n Rome ? "Jr king vs 


G 
* +4 8 


2 


CATACTEACHES: 
His loan of power at a Proconſul's will, 
At beſt a ſcepter'd ſlave ? 


VELLIN ba 8. 
Yes, Monarch, yes, 


If Heav'n reſtrains thy formidable ſword, 
Or to it's ſtroke denies that juſt ſucceſs _ 
Which Heav'n alone can give, I fear me much 


27 


Our Queen, ourſelves, nay Britain s ſelf, muſt 


periſh. 
 CARACTACUS. 


But is ; nof this a fear makes Virtue vain? 


Tears from yon miniſtring regents of the ſky 0 

Their right? F Plucks from firm- handed Providence, 

The golden reins of ſublunary ſway, 

And gives them to blind Chance? If this be "4 

If Tyranny muſt lord it o'er the earth, 

There's Anarchy in Heay'n. Nay, from not. 4 

Druid, Po 
| do not think tis thus n 
CHORUS. nn Un! 

We cruſt thou doſt nat. ers wh Lact dou 77 
CARACTACUS. "id £1 

Maſters of Wifdom | No: my ſoul: confides 

In that all- healing and all forming Power, 

Whg, on the radiant day when Time was born, 


* f 6 . 24 11 


Caſt his broad eye upon the wild of ocean, 


And calm'd it with a glance: then, plunging a 


His mighty arm, pluck d from it's dark ee : 
This throne: of Freedom, lifted it to light, 


Girt it with ſilver cliffs, and call'd OY 
eds and will preſerve it. 


3 CARACTACUS. 


% 


CHORUS. 
Pious Piince, | 
In that all-healing and all-forming power 
Still let thy ſoul confide ; but not in men, 
No, not in theſe, ingenuous as they ſeem, - 
*Till they are try d by that high teſt of faith 
| Our ancient lays aden. 


VELLINUS. 
Ituftrious Seer, . 
Methinks our Sov'reign's 1 well might plead 
Her envoy's faith. Thy pardon, mighty Druid, 
Not for ourſelves, but for our Queen we plead 
"OY us, ye wound her honour, 


OWLS CHORUS. 
a ws EY Oy a 
Our will admits no W. Thicher Youths, 

Turn your aſtoniſh'd eyes; behold yon huge 
And unhewn ſphere of living adamant, 
Which, pois'd by magic, reſts it's central weight 

On yonder pointed rock : firm as it ſeems, 
Such is it's ſtrange and virtuous property, 
It moves obſequious to the gentleſt touch | 
Of hin, "whoſe breaſdis Pure: n eee ; 
T bo' ev'n a giant's proweſt nerꝰ d his a 

11 ſtands as fixt as Snowdon. No reply; ; 
The Gods command tur ane af you thull a 8 
Approach and try it: in your ſhowy veſts, | 
Tue Prieſts, involve the lots, and to the * | 
As i ˖s our wont, tender the choice of Fate. 85 


CARACTACUS. 


ELIDURUS, 
Heav'ns | is it fall'n on me ? 


CHORUS. 


Young Prince, it is; 
Prepare thee for thy tryal. 


| ELIDURUS. 
Gracious Gods ! _ 
Who may look up to your cremendous 8 
And ſay his breaſt is pure? All- ſearching Powers, 
" Ye know already how and what Lam; + Witia 
And what ye mean to publiſh me in . 
To that I yield and tremble. * 


1 


cARACTAcus. 
Rouſe thee, Youth! 


And, .with that courage honeſt Truth ppc, 
(For ſure ye both are true) haſte to the tryal; 
Behold I lead Rr Mb, 


* , 


CHORUS. 
Prince, wearreſt _ | 
Thy haſty ſtep; to witneſs this high teſt 
Pertains to us alone. Awhile retire, _ 
And in yon cave his brother be thy charge 
The tryal paſt, again will we confer, 


Touching that part which Heav'n' 8 wig "LO 
Tu thee . | 


77 


ee Careers ad Hig 


% 


do ARA TAC 


CHORUS, ELIDURUS. 
Now be the rites prepar'd : - . +. | 
And now, ye Bards, chaunt ye that W bymn, 
The 85 of this fam'd ſolemnity. 


J 
f 
4 
1 


e 


Mx] 1. 1 
T HOU Spirit pure, that ſpread'ſt unſeen 


Thy pinions o'er this pond'rous ſphere, 
And, breathing thro' each rigid vein, 
Fill't with ſtupendous life the marble maſs, 
And bid'ſt it bow upon it's Tr” | 
When ſov'reign Truth is near; 
Spirit inviſible |. to then 
We ſwell the ſolemn harmony; ts 
Hear us, and aid : | rg 
Thou, that in Virtue's cauſe | 
O'et-ruleſt Nature's laws, 
O hear, and aid with influence high 
The ſons of Peace and Piety. 
„ 
Firſt-born of that =thereal tribe TO 
Call d into birth ere time or place, £6: 
Whom wave nor wind can circumſcribe, - 
Heirs of the liquid liberty of Light, 
That float on rainbow pennons wh ae 
Theo all the wilds of pace, . 
Let thou alone of all thy kind 
7 Canſt range TI of the * 


W Xa a> > SD £2 £30 OO tc oa. .v> 


In. ff .. 24. 


CAR/AGCTACUS, 41 


Thou - know'ſt 8 8 
That dark N "FM "OY ö | [ 
Where wayward Falſhood ftrays, ESTES). 0 


And, ſeizing ſwift the eng N « 
Forces her forch to ſhame and hight. 1h 360 2112/1 


1 X R 
1 N 1 


21 3. 144 7 

me nt cate d Be bs. | 4 
Where the vulture Conſcience ſhitfibers, '-- © + 
And, unarm'd þy charming ſpell, 

Or magic numbers, | 5394 611 9 
Canſt rouſe her from her formidable fleep, | N 
And bid her datt her raging talons deep i 

Yet, ah ! too ſeldom doth the furious fiend 

Thy bidding wait z vindickive, ſefeprepard,.” | 
She knows her tort'ring time; too ſure to ren 
The trembling heart, when Virtue * her gudrd. 
Pauſe then, celeſtial gueſt! ti 
And, brooding on bane phi 
If fraud approach, Spirit, that fraud ded; : 
To Conſcience and to Mona leave the reſt. 


3 0 
7 FX 8 ® . 1 
q — 24 * * . #44 fo f E 


2 ty — — — — 
— — . 


5 CHORUS. 


Heard thou the awful inyocatinny ret. | 
Ws AO FOE: Wach 50 


N TR: en rien 18 I 
| "qual H DL FD KV $41 lsvor vt 
Sage, I did Jus 24) e Irmqlong ,n 
And it cath& Ger HH Bas! (th che Münter 1 
White diſtant'yee, it, Wirl? exp. er 


| Rather to the rock— 


: — +. con 1. 2667 ye 


192 CARACTACUS. 


CHORUS... 
Ere that, bethink thee, well what rig rous Fae 


Threatens thine act, if failing, certain death: 
So certain, chat in our abſolving tongues 
Reſts not that Power may ſave thee: Thou muſt die. 


EVELINA, ELIDURUS, 
5 4 CHRIS. 


Die, ſay bon? Druid, 


rbrbonvs 


Evelina bere! Veg 
Lead th che rock. 


0 * 


"CHORUS. 


No, — hs. 


And, in our ſtead, permit this royal — | 


Jo urge thee, firſt with virgin gentleneſs ; | 

| Reſpect our clemency, and meet her queſtions 
Withaotrmgremgrand. true & 3 ſeape 
A ſterner tryal. 


1 ELIDURUS. 


* ö 


EVELIN A. 
Doſt- chou diſdain me; Prince? Loft i Fam, 


Methinks the daughter of Caractacus 
. Might merit milder treatment : I was bon 


e ad Fit lap = 
Of ſoft proſperity, alas the change ! md I ; 

1 peng bur t0 adrefs a fen Be ws, 
To bh gomg Deen pd e 


lie, 


ed 


S ARACTHA CU. 
«3134 "x 7. I D UR U 's 1 9 aalen dio 23H 
Scorn thee, ſweet Mad? 2n9v 10 ili od n'vo bak 
No, ris the feat rat αονẽ,m Nur N 


„ 


21291 e 5 er e ork 
And canſt thou fear. me, Youth "= f 50 WP 2 1 
Ew'n while I led a life of royalty, n _ 
1 bore myſelf i to all with meek deportm went, "x 4 
In nothing harſh, or cruel: and, Poser 1 I 
Misfortune works upon the minds of men, Fir oth 
(For ſome they ſay-it turns to very ſtone SI lan 
Mine I am ſure it ſoftens, Wert thou guilty, ad 
Yet I ſhould pity thee; nay, wert thou leagu'd R 
To load this ſuffering heart with more misfortunes, * 
Still ſhould I pity thee ; nor cer believe ay Sues 
Thou would'ſt, on free and voluntary c choice, 

Betray the innocent. 2 args? 
icant a [ 
obus, 4 
Indeed I would tt. 
Wei 
No o, gracious Youth, I do believe thou would'ſt not: - 
For on thy brow the liberal hand of Heav'n A 
Has portray d Truth as viſible and bod. 
As were the pictur d ſuns that deckt the brows 8 
Of our brave anceſtors. Say then, , 
(For therefore have I wiſh'd to queſtion thee) . 
Bring ye no token of a mother's fondneſs 
To her expecting child ? Gentle thou ſeemeſt, 
And ſure that gentleneſs would prompt thine heart 
To viſit, ahd to ſooth with courteous office, WOK: 
Diſtreſs Hike het's. A _ and a que a W 


* % 


1 


44, AR ACNTAC US. 


Hus more than common claim for PIs 2 
2 n the in of e A 


3 1 1 4 4 


—— — ——— 


| The rears r-charge thins ent. Alas, my fears 


Sickneſs or ſore infireir "had ie 1z'd her, 
Before thou lefi'ſt the pala ace, elſe her lip? 
e 1 
And bl hi c ter b Wache. | 
Wald b e : © by i | 


11 719 = e Nn 
EL & 1 By * Nh a Wt + 


Would He n bd ; th 


74 Hor £ * * \ 40 1 ! 4: FLIES + 
e Wo 1 148 61 R U 3759 es. Pal: g 
Alt ir 75 2 20491 AR * 4 Ble 0 5 
'} Nl ie 
N e * 05 2 ** LNA. ie 


Mia 11 i 345 


Thanks, e. . 
For this thy courteſy.” "Yet: 4d queen 5 
Thy mother ſhines with ſuch rare qualities, 
As late 1 brother boaſted e will calm 

. Her woes, "25d 1 thall cis 55 e 
Again, in'pcace and 1590 = — Ty 
He * not 3% of imy i 


— ah gee | 
_— fray Ie 
WON fears? | 015 _ | 
Wee ideria.is not dead. 
dd e PIR 
_ 77; ahl. A Shi Gd Be ot 9 en be: 6 


But is he in thas facred fate er 
8 e gon 


a 


bet of of 


+ 


Thou too haſt thine; rd mey k. like me, be 


Why hari pe? HAN. a> 


CARACTAZED 8: 49, 
Thuy years have yet been proſp rous. Face, 


Eier loſe his kingdom ? Did captivity _ 

Edt ſeize. thy ſhricking mother? thou can't 80 | 
To yonder cave, and find thy brother ſafe: K 
He is nat laſt, as mine is. Youth, thou Gigh ſt... 
Again; thou haſt not ſure ſuch cauſe for ſorrow 4 ; 
But if thou haſt, give me thy griefs, 2 OY 

I have a heart can foftly eee 


And ſympathy is ſoothing. 


407 ee E Il R v er | 
0 gods! gods! 
She tears my ſoul. ' What ſhall I fay 7. 


. Din 2 - : 
E v ELIN A. A 
Perchance, 


For all in this bad world muſt has their woes, 5 K 


wretched. ö 
Haply amid the ruinous APY of war, 
*Mid that wild havock, which theſe ſons of bl 1 


Bring on our groaning country, ſome chaſte maid, | 


Wass tenden foul was lined by love te thine, 


Might fall the trembling prey to Roman rage, 
 Ev'n at the golden hour, when holy rites - S$-554&- £4 


Had ſeal'd your virtuous vows. If it were ſo, 


pity h her ! | 5 2 * Wer 1 
Ne ELIDURUS: | 
: not"that. * 


Never nd) eme 


denen, 


1 


1. 


46 CARACTACVUS. 

And why this ſilence? that ſome weighty grleft © 

O*erhangs thy ſoul, thy ev'ry look proclaims. 

Why then refuſe it words? The heart, that been 

From any ftroak of fate or human wrongs, Haſh 

Loves to diſcloſe itſelf,” that liſt ning pity © : 

May drop a healing tear upon the wound. 

Tis only, when with inbred horror ſmote 

At ſome baſe act, or done, or to be done, 

That the recoiling ſoul, with conſcious dread, 

Shrinks back 1 into itſelf, But thou, your _— 
een 

Ceaſe, royal maid! permit, me to depart — 2 


EVELINA. 


* 


Yet hear me, | | Truth and,Secrecy, 

The friends, are ſeldom neceſlary f friends— 1 98 
'ELIDURUS. 8 . FI 

I go to try my cath, e ag re wi 

| bool tos E Fan bnd 

ain WEE W 


In wrath ; think not, that I faſped thy vi vines. 


Yer ignorance ot Wake" virtue: ROT 
. And n ' = 27 82 * 


0 21 [DURUS. watery Det bats 
* pity Gare me. * + | 0500 j ? 2 
EVELIN, A. 
I thy brother — 33 n 70011 2 1 
3 bleipothnd/ating 
Speak, I conjure thee, is his purpoſe honeſt ? 
I know the guilty price, that barbarous Rome 
Sets on "OP father's head ax gold vile gold, gays 


:C:ARA'C/T>;A:C/U's 47 
_ . Has:now a charm for Britons + Brib'd by this, 
Should he betray him Les, I ſee thou ſnudder'ſt 
At the dire thought; yet not, as if *twere ſtrange ; 
But as our fears were mutual. Ah, young ſtranger ; 
That open face ſcarce needs a tongue to utter 
What works within, Come then, ingenuous Prince, 
And inſtant make diſcovery to the Druid, 
While yet 'tis not too late. 


ELIDURUS. l 
Ah!] what diſcover? 
Say, whom muſt I — 


EEVELIN A. 


4 
FY 


Thy brother. : FOES” 
VE 
ob. 250 dee re en v1 02 


Who is no brother, if his guilty ſoul | Gs 
Teems with ſuch perfidy. O all ye ſtars! 
Can'he be brother to a youth like t * 
Who would betray an old and hono d King, 
Thar King his country man, and one whoſe proweſs 
Once guarded Britain gainſt th' aſſailing . 
Can he be brother to a youth like thee, r 
Who from a young, defenceleſs, innocent maid, 
Would take that King tes Kb z Make hen dug 


All that an orphan ſuffers ? More perchance : 
The ruffian foe, —O tears, ye choak my nen 
Lean he be brother to a youth like there 
Who would defile;his foul by ſuch black deeds ? | 
I cannot be—And yet, thou ſtill art alen A 
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"38 VARACTACUS. 

Tum, youth, and ſee me weep. Ah, ſee the knee : 
Im of royal blood, not wont to khieely 
{Vet will I Knee! to thee. O fave my father! 

« Save a diſtreſsful maideti frotti the force 

/ Of bafbarous men! Be thou a brother to me; 

| For mine alas! hah! [Sees A uiragus chiving. 


ARVIRAGU 8, EVELINA, 
ELIDURUS, CHORUS. 
Evelina riſe! l * 
Know, maid, I ne'er will men fe thee Knol, Bi 
Ev'n at the foot of Cæſar. T 
 EVELINA. 


bw Yr 


Tis himſelf : 

And he will prove my father's 1 were e fle, 
Falſe, as his ſon is brave. Thou beſt of brothers. 
Come to my arms. Where haſt thou been, thou 

wanderer? 1 

How wer't thou fave? indeed, "Arviragus, M * 
1 never ſhed fuch tears, fince thou wer' t loft, _ 
For thee are tears of rapture. ie 


Bt * le ARVIRAGUS, . Fre _ 


1 mee Luder OY | 
But wherefote dick thou keneel? DR 
eee e. ee 
OV alle ho 1336115 Ot pF ay: OY fs 
1 —— * 6 2683 752 
vn I muſt} and he muſt en od 
Who'er he be; What art thou, Tulle ruten; 
Deb ad ni Duos en 
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ARVIRAGUS, 
Brief an bold. | 
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| EVELINA. 
Ah, 8 the taunt: _ 
He merits not thy wrath. Behold the Druids ; 
Lo, they advance : with holy reverence firſt 
Thou muſt addreſs their ſanctity, 


Artes 
| will. 


But ſee, proud boy, thou doſt not quit the grove, 
Till time allows us parley. 


ELIDURUS. 
Prince, I mean not. 
ARVIRAGUS. as 
Sages, and ſons of heav 'n] IIluſtrious Druids ! | 
Abruptly I approach your ſacred preſence :_ 
Yet ſuch dire tidings— 


CHORUS. 3 
On * peril, peace! Lane Wb 
Thou ſtandſt accus'd, and by a father's voice, | 
Of crimes abhorr'd, of cowardice and flight; 
And therefore mayſt not in theſe ſacred groyes 
Utter polluted accents. . Quickly ſay, 8 
Wherefore thou fledſt ? For that baſe fact unclear fl 


We hold no further converſe. wy 
| ARVIRAG us. res! 
0 0.7 a | © JEN 71) 4 
Am I the fon oo on” £5 {fl 
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30 CARACTACUS, 


CHORUS, 

Waſte not or time or words: | F 

But tell us, why thou fledſt ?- - ] 
A R V 1 RAG US. 

1 fled not, Druid! ; Y 


By the great gods I fed not! Save to ſtep 
Our daſtard troops, that baſely turn'd their backs, 


E 
I ſtopt, I rallied them, when lo a ſhaft N 
Of random caſt did level me with earth, 
Where pale and ſenſeleſs, as the ſlain around me, v 
I lay till midnight: Then, as from long trance 1 
Awoke, I crawl'd upon my feeble limbs | T 
Too a lone cottage, where a pitying hind - _ D 
Lodg'd me and nouriſh'd, me. My ſtrength repair'd, T 
It boots not that I tell, what humble arts 


Compell'd I us'd to ſcreen me from the ſoe. 'Y 
How now a peaſant from a beggarly ſcrip,. | | 5 D 
I ſold cheap food to llaves, that nam'd the price, A 
Nor after gave it. Now 4 minſtrel poor | N 
With ill-tun'd harp and uncouth deſcant” thrill | I 
I ply'd a thriftleſs trade, and by ſuch thifts | * 
Did win obſcurity to-ſhroud my n E. 
At length to other conqueſts in the north | 1 
Oſtorius led his legions : Safer now. 3 H 
et not feeure, 1 wo ſome valiant chiefs, 
Whom war had ſpar'd, diſcover d, I was; F, 
And with them plar''d; how faiblt we might draw W 
GE, Our ſeatter'd forces to ſome rocky faſtheſs” Ti 
In rough Caernary6ti; there to breathe in Fedor, FT} 
If not with brave incurſion to oppreſs Lags Dc. Cc 


The thinly-ſtation'd foe. *And ſoon our art 


CARACTACUS. 51 . 
80 well avail'd, that now at Snowdon's foot 


Full twenty troops of hardy veterans wait 
To call my fire their leader. 


CHORUS. 
Valiant youth 

EVELIN A. 
He is—I ſaid he was a valiant youth, 


Nor has he ſham'd his race. 

CHORUS, 
We do believe 
Thy modeſt tale: And may the righteous gods 
Thus ever ſhed upon thy noble breaſt 
Diſcretion's cooling dew. When nurtur'd fo, 
Then, only then, doth valour bloom mature. 


ARVIRAGUS, 
Vet vain is valour howſoe'er it bloom: 
Druid, the gods frown on us. All my hopes 
Are blaſted; I ſhall ne'er rejoin my friends, 
Neer bleſs them with my father. Holy men, 
I have a tale to tell, will ſhake your ſouls. 
Your Mona is invaded ; Rome approaches, 
Fen to theſe groves approaches. 


SEM I CHORU * 

Honor! horror 

ARV I RAGUS. | 
Late, as I landed on yon higheſt beach, 
Where nodding from the rocks the poplars fling. 
Their ſcatter'd arms, and daſh them in the wave, 
There were their veſſels moor'd, as if they ſoughr 
rr ops the ſhade, ogg” 

e 


52 CARACTACU'S. 
Up yon thick- planted ridge, I *ſpy'd their helms 
*Mid brakes and boughs trench'd in the heath below, 
Where like a neſt of night-worms did they glitter, 
Sprinkling the plain with brightneſs. On I ſped 
With ſilent ſtep, yet oft did paſs ſo near, 
*T was next to prodigy, 1 *ſcap'd unſeen. 

CHORUS. 
Their number, prince ? 

ARVIRAG Us. 
Few, if mine haſty eye 
5 Did _ and count them all. 
_CHORU 8. 

O brethren, brethren, 
Treaſon and ſacrilege, worſe foes than Rome, 


Have led Rome hither. Inſtant ſeize that . | 


And bring him to our preſence. 


CHORUS, ELIDURUS, ARVIRAGUS. 
Say, thou falſe. one 


What doom befits the ſlave, who ſells his country ? 


ELID U RUS. 
Death, ſudden death 
CHORUS. 

No, ling' ring ciece-gnenl death ; 
And to ſuch death thy brother and thyſelf 
We now devote. Villain, thy deeds are known; 
Tis known, ye led the impious Romans hither 
To ſlaughter us ev'n on our holy altars. 

., . ELIDURUS. | 
That on my ſoul doth lie ſome ſecret grief, 
| Theſe looks pertorce will tell: It is nor fear, 
' Druids, it is not fear, that ſhakes me thus; 


'CARACTACUS. 53 


The great gods know, it is not: Ye can never: 
For, what tho? wiſdom lifts ye next thoſe. gods, 
Ye cannot, like to them, unlock mens breaſts, - 
And read their inmoſt thoughts. Ah! that ye could. 
ARVIRAGUS. 
What haſt thou done? | 
"ELIDURUS. 
Ion, prince, I will not tell. 
CHORUS. 
Wretch, there are means 
ELIDURUS. 
I know, and terrible means; wa Ni 
And tis both fit, that you — 
And I endure them: Tet I think, my patience 
Will for Tome ſpace baffle your torturing: . 
CHORUS. 
Be that beſt known, when our inflicted N 
Harrow thy fleſh! 
| ARVIRAGUS. 
Stranger, ere this is try'd Bi e Bk 1 
Confeſs the whole of thy black perfidy ; 
So black, that when I look upon thy youth, 
Read thy mild eye, and mark thy modeſt brow, | 
I think indeed, thou durſt not. | 
ELIDURUS. 


Such a crime 
| o 277 
nene thou ſeeſt. In m mp mepe 
CHORUS. | 
. tis ſo. The virgin's thoughts vere k 
a agg * | 


54 CARACTACUS. 


ELIDURUS. 
Yes, one word more, 
You ſay, the Romans have wade Mona. 
Give me a ſword and twenty honeſt Britons, 
And I will quell thoſe Romans. Vain demand 


Alas! you cannot: Ye are men of peace: 
Religion's {elf forbids. Lead then to torture. 


AR v IRAG Us. 
Now on my ſoul this youth doth move me much. 


CHORUS. 
Think not, religion and our holy office 
Doth teach us. tamely, like the bleating lamb, . 
Ta crouch before oppreſſion, and with neck 
Outftretch'd await the ſtroke. Miſtaken boy ! 
= not. ſtrict juſtice claim thee for her victim, 
We might full ſafely ſend thee to theſe Romans, 
| Inviting their hot charge. Know, when I blow 
That facred trumpet. bound with fable fillets 
To yonder branching oak, the awful found _ 
Calls forth a thouſand Britons train'd alike 
In holy and in martial exerciſe, - 
Not by ſuch mode and rule, e uſe, 
But of that fierce potentous horrible ſort, 
— "nw appall ewn Romans. 
'ELID U R U 8. 
G gods! * 
Then there are hopes indeed. O call them Aten, 
This prince will lead them on: I'll follow him, 
Tho' in my chains, „ ee ore 
To harm the haughty foe. 300 
T 
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AxvIRAGus. 
A thouſand Britons, £ 
And arm'd! O inſtant blow che facred rump, 
And! let me head them. Yet methinks this youth 
CHORUS. 
I know, what thou wouldſt l might join thee, 
Prince. 
True, were he free ow crime, or had confeſt. 
ELIDURUS. 
Confeſt. Ah, think not, I will ere 
11 ARVIRAGUS. 
Reflett. —_ 
Either thyſelf or brother muſt have wrong us: 
Then why conceal—— 


2 ELIDURUS. N 2 bows 

Haſt thou à brother? no e e e 
Elſe hadſt thou ſpar d the word ; and yet a Hild 
Lovely as thine might more than teach thee, | prince, 
What tis to have a brother. Hear me, Druids, 
Tho' I would prize an hour of freedom now, 0 
Before an age of any after date: | 4 
Tho' I would ſeize it, as the gift of beat n, 
And uſe it as heaven's gift ;. yer do not think, 
I fo will purchaſe it. Give it me freely, 
[ yet will ſpurn the boon, and hug my — 42 4 
Till you do ſwear by your own hoary heads, 
My brother ſhall be ſafe. 3 : 

de CHORUS... no. | 
Ele youth! „ 
4 Thy words do ſpeak thy ſoul, pt weh a Bal 
: As wakes our wonder, Thou art free; thy brother 


55 C ARA C TAC US 
Shall be thine honour's pledge v ſo vil we © uſe him, 
As thou art falſe, or true. | 
; E LIDURU * 
I aſk no other.. 
We ARVIRAGUS. 

| Thus then, my fellow ſoldier, to thy claſp © 
I give the hand of friendſhip. Noble youth, 

We'll ſpeed, or die together. 

CH O R U 8. 

Hear us, prince! i 
Mona permits not, that he fight her battles, 
Till duly purified :' For, tho? his ſoul 
Took up unwittingly this deed of baſeneſs, 
Vet is luſtration meet. Learn, that in vice 
There is a noiſome rankneſs unperceiv'd 
By groſs corporeal ſenſe, which fo offends - 
| Heaven's pure divinities, as us the ſtench 
Of vapour wafted from ſulphureous pool, 


Or pois'r nous weed obſcene. Hence doth the man, | 


Who ev'n converſes with a villain, nerd 
As much purgation, as the pallid wretch 
Scap "a from the walls, where frowning peſtilence 
Spend wide her livid banners. For this cauſe, 
Ye Prieſts, conduct the youth 1 to yonder grove, 
And do the needful rites. . 

en [Exeunt Prieft with Elidurus 


ph wiki while Gurſelf 


Will lead thee, prince, unto thy father's preſence 
Buß hold, the Fre n forth. 
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It. is; my father! EM 
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CARAC T ACUS, ARVIRAGUS, CHORUS, 
e 2. BYELIN A. 


| My fon ! my. fat nnd 


What joy, what tranſport, doth thine aged tos - 
Feel in theſe filial foldings ! Speak not, boy, 
Nor interrupt, that heart-felt ecſtacy ; =P 
Should ſtrike us mute. I know, what thouwouldſt ſays 
Yet prithee, peace. Thy ſiſter's voice hath-clear'd thee, 
And could excuſe find words at this bleſt 2 
Truſt me, I'd give it vent. But, tis enough, 
Thy father welcomes thee to him and 8 


Honour, that now with rapt'rous certainty- . 


Calls thee his own true offspring. roy: kn: 
Ah, if thy tears ſwell not from joy's free ſpring, 
I beg thee, ſpare them : ns 
Can make thee no atonement :- None, alas! 
Thy father ſcarce, can bleſs thee, as he ought z 
Unbleſt himſelf, beſet with foes around, 

Bereft of queen, of kingdom, and of foldiers, 


| He can büt give thee portion of his dangers, . 


Perchance and of is Chains "Te OT 
Virtue is ill. thine own. Ir” 
Wes I er 


A 
F 
' 4564 a u 01 


Pure as from thine illuſtrious fount it came 3 
And that unſullied, let the world oppreſs uz. 


„ 1 


I fmud and falſhood. rivet, fetters ah us; 


Still ſhall our ſouls be + To ep i, 


. a 8 
"x" 7 1 * bs : «35 1 0 * ' : 


Will ih" thir Rady 
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| CARACTACUS, 
ch fike A 55 
True, hope is ours, and thietefore let's 
The moments now are precious. Tell Len Dru, 
Is ft not meet, ve tee the binds drawn our, 
And mitt der due array | 
G N 
An; en W, 
N e e N | 
 CARACTACUS, © © 
Theti ix vs u whe fo. 71 
Hokus. 
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 CEARACTACUS, 

Dez be Ent. 
eee 

o fuck hes Moi Fa 

75 Se ebe 2 

But what of Mit 7 Reigen % ker, 

My Ton is here, Then let the traitor g 

By a has Bird "the Nomabs: Ea Jew 


| A fingle . ZF that | WG ht, 
Can lend but litthe kid to ary pdwers: 
Oppos'd to truth and virtue. Come, ty ſon, 


Let's to lie tröbps, aun kira rem nx Pers 


Tat done, We fem 


cheſe vencrable men 
'bleffing : Tben bo Bürde! 
AAR: WE Nn ewt ät Ws pple dam 


Shall ſpy us crown d with odge Er biin eln. 


LE atlacus and Aroiregs. 
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CARACTACUS „ 


Hos Penker EYVELINA. 
at may his flight portend velina, 
How came this — . 
al #4 SEEING. I 
And that to tell bir bai pied A 
Will fix much blame on. my impatient folly 77 
For, ere your hallow'd 100 had given permiſſion, 
1 flew with eager haſte * my father 


n e 


With the dear tale, and iy ger tne 
To pour the precious tidings : a 


Scater nam' d Arvitigus, ere —— 
(As I bethink me ſince) . BP 


e M _— B C62 6 
* The king purkue Spur 5 
1 ö 
Alas! ct e 0 
e n * 


brother's valour. 

His 15 a whith but Utzle mov'd him. 
Had reach'd his ears: Hüt when my tongur uafolded 
The ſtory of his bravery and his peril, 

O how the tears cours'd us" Gon alia 
| How did be Hift urits the heav'ris'his hands 

In ſpecchleſs tranſport! Tan Bk he Ke 

eee 
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Survey'd the cavern round z then ſnatch'd his ſhear; 94 
And menac'd to purſue the flying traitor : To 
But I with prayers (O pardon, if they ard) | Tes 
Withheld his ſtep, for to the left the youtn ; 
Had wing'd his way, where: the thick underwood Ah, 
Afforded ſure retreat. Beſides, if found, | Doe 
e rope? een e Wa 
: 1 r Yes 
. Better perchance for us; if he was captive: 40 
But in the Juſtice | of their cauſe, and heav'ng | | Tn 
Do Mona's fons confide, 157 n 4 
a 5 7 3 I 
BARD, CHORUS, ELIDURUS, EVELINA < 
| Druid, the rites Bat als For 
PE Are finiſh'd, all fave that which crowns oY 14 Set. 
And which pertains to thy bleſt hand _— FN Th 
| For that he kneels before thee, Th 
A CHORUS,, - YM | 
Take him hence, | Wig: 1 Are 
We may br rl im ork 6 hte our cauſe, Th 
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1 | ELIDURUS |... 19 
r Þy lande W e hw 
= CHORUS. % Want „ Ye 
Nay, foi: got, youth, Anse | | 


The wits ebay yy. By 
11 Thy N 1 4 21 ; HG. Ne; 81 N + : J | Pei 
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"rs | 'CHORUS. 
To the FER fled. 


Yes, thou haſt cauſe to tremble, | 155 


nie e ELIDURUS. ERGY 
Ah, Vellinus! | 
Dow thus car i loi ra bs Ges 
Was I thy brother, youth, and haſt thou left me! 
Yes; and how left me, cruel, han. = 
The victim of thy crimes ! | 


61 


CHORUS, 
True, thou mult die. | 501 
ee ELIDURUS. 


1praj'ye chen a your beſt merty, fathers,... 
It may be ſpeedy. I would fain be dead, 
If this be life, Fee 
For falſhood of this ſtrange ſtupendous ſort 
Sets firm-ey'd reaſon on a gaze, miſtruſting, 
That what ſhe ſees in palpable plain form, ; 


The ſtars in yon blue arch, theſe ook, Hop 


2 un 


cavernz, | 
Arr all mere tricks r nothing b. 
The viſion of a viſion. If he's fled, 8 


EP brother. 
ION CHORUS. oe 
CONES 
2 LIDU USS 
Bur ben albenilhment will eme le 
Perchance I ſhall, And yet he is — 
And he was virtuqus once. Les, ye vile Romans, 
Tes, I muſt die, before my thirſty ſworxd 


7 
S. 2 
7 


W CARACTACUS: 


Drinks one rich dap of vougeance. Yet, ye rob * 
bers, 


Sl 
"Yet will I ee pu wich s lips : F. 
-: Tye that — Virens, 
CHORUS. . ( 
Wow $a proper to die. | 
ö ELIDURUS, 
3 prepar d. K 


Yet, fince T cannot now (what moſt 1 nh 
By manly proweſs guard this lovely maid: 
Permit, that on your holieſt earth I kneel, 
And pour one fervent 'prayer for her protection. 
Allow me this, e chin mie falſe, 
e ee eee b. 


3 "EVELING..” 
cab belt" 06 oagerd' 

© Dine Druid, POTTY . 

Tes, I muſt plead (away with virgin-blufpes) 
For ſuch a youth muſt plead. II die to ſave hin, 

ee and let him fight for Mona, | 


OR VS. 

"Vigo, e 8 Gs nts es 

And he ſhall fight for thee and for his country. 
- Youth, thank us Wich thy deeds. The time is ſhort, 
And now with reverence take our high luſtration: 
Thrice do we ſprivikle thee-with day-break dew 
Shook æroe the Mays Korn bloom i cwice and thc: 
Tobeh e thy forchead with-ourtholy wand: 
Nov chen art fully purgd. Now riſe-reſtortd 
To virtve-ant06-us. | Slexoe-chan, any n, 


ernst 
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Hie thee to yonder altar, where our Bards _ - 
Shall arm thee duly both with helm and ford - 
For n * [Exit um 


CARACTACUS, CHORUS, ARVIRAGUS, 
on EVELINA. | EA 

'Tis true, my * | 
Bold are their bearings, and I fear me not 

But they have hearts will not belie theit looks. 

| like them well. Yet would to righteous heav a 


_ Thoſe valiant veterans, that on Snowdon guard 
Their ſcanty Plttante of bleak liberty, 


Were here to join them : we r 


£ 


Tho' we permit their rage to pro. our coaſts, 
That Wis Ge a — 
Pritid, ul Hail ! we find thy Valiant guards 
Accoiftved d, 8 Well beſpeaky che wiſdoin, | 
That ffamiudcheir Webur mart vein 
Toki — — ag 
choRνs. I * d. 
Aa #: 'Þ £7 4544 
Behold this ſword: The fond of old 1 
Stain'd with the blood af giants, and its name 
Tutriovs. Many an age lis charmed blade 
Has ſlept within yon conſecrated trunk. * 
Lo, I unſheath it, King ; 1 wave it ofer thee ; 
Mark, what portentous ſtreams of fearler liglit 
Flo ir ede e "On ty ce 
Receide the ſatred pletige:=And mafle our words. 
— 50 
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64 CARACTACUS 

By the brief courſes of the errant moon, 
By the dread: potency. of every ſta - 

In the myſterious zodiac's burning girth, 

By each, and all of theſe ſupernal ſigns, 

We do adjure thee with this truſty blade, 

To guard yon central oak,. whoſe holy ſtern 
Involves the fpirit of high Taranis : 

Thhis be thy charge; to which in aid we join 
Ourſelves, and our ſage brethren. With our vaſſals 
Thy fon and the Brigantian prince ſhall male 
Incurſion on che foe. eg | 


©, CARACTACUS. 

In this, and all, 

Your holy will be lows: Vet ny, Dru, 
The freſh and actiye vigour of theſe youths - 

| Might better ſuit. with this important charge. 
Not that my heart ſhrinks at the en 
But will with ready zeal pour forth its blood - - 
-Upon'the ſacred roots, my firmeſt courage 
Might fail to ſave. ee 
Andi if I fell the foremoſt in the onſet, 
hound have a quo _—_ bob = n you. 


The facred ah: we have unera 
May never be recall'd, 

HON EARACTKESL 

Then be it &, | ht U 338 
Yer do not think, I cou ears 


4 Old as I am, . I cruſt £4 as 4 8 880 a 
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Daſtards, that come as doth the coicing fowler 
To tangle me with ſnares and take me tamely.; 7 
Slaves, they ſhall find, that ere they gain their prey 
They have to hunt it holdly with barb'd ſpears, 
And meet ſuch conflict, as the chafed boar 
Gives to his ſtout aſſailants. O ye gw: 
Tha L might ine rale DS Fw 
1. CHORUS. | 
Be 35 Jan's 0 
* | | 
tf 107 ARVIRAGUS. 

Fromidiis foul-that ſon doth thank ye, 
Blofſing-the wiſdom, that preſerves kis dude 
Thus:to:the laſt, O if the fav'ring gods 
Direct this arm, if their high will permit, 
pour: a proſperous vengeance on the foe, 

J aſk for life no longer, than to crown 
"The waliant tafk. Steel then, ye powers bees, 
Steel my firm foul with your own fortitude, 
Free from alloy of paſſion. Give me courage, 
That knows, not age revenge. that Knows not 

malice; 

Let me not thirſt for carnage, but for cnet] 

And conqueſt gain'd, ſleep vengeance in ES 
Exe in its f ſheath wy ſword.” 


| 3% \EARACTACDS. 
O hear his father! 1 


If ever raſhneſs ſpur'd me- on, Fu > gods, © 
To acts of danger thirſting for renown... 


6 ng bi foul prized its conn... 
*% XR 1 180 we” f fr. pans 
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66 CREASED 
Beyond juſt reaſon's limit, viſit not 


My faults on him. I am the thing, you + thade me, 
Vindictive, bold, precipitate, and nod 
But as you gave to him à milder mind, 

9 bleſs 1 | ves him with a milder fare! 


e 


Nor yet . let Evelina pour 


Her pray rs and tears. O hear a hapleſs maid, 


That ev'n thro? half the years, her life has number'd, 


Ev'n nine long years has drag'd a trembling being, 
Beſet with -pains and perils. Give her peace; 
And, to endear it more, be that bleſt peace 
Won by her brother's word. O bleſs his arm, 
And bleſs his valiant en, __ nds dl 


ELIDURVS entering. armed. 


| Hear. heav'n.! and let this. pure and virgin prayer 


Plead ev'n for Elidurus, whoſe ſad ſoul _ 


Cannot look up to your immortal thrones, - 


And urge his own requeſt : Elſe would he aſk, 
That all the dangers of th' approaching. bene 
Might fall on him alone: That ey 1 
The Romans, wield might at his vis" Das be ajm'd; j 
Fach arrow darted on his rattling helm ; 
That fo the brother of this beauteous maid, 


Returning ſafe with victory and Peace, | 


* * | nm to her hoſom. 
85 E#ORVs. wt, w. 
Now tit a, Fn de 4IE x 


And l hat 5 what Ak ye ought to 4. 


Grant all ye ought to have. The | Rars on high 
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Are faded now, and darkneſs reigns o'er all. 
Now is the dreadful hour, now will our torches 
Glare with more livid horror, now our ſhrieks 
And clanking arms will more appall the foe. 
But heed, ye Bards, that for the ſign of onſet 
Ye ſound the antienteſt of all your rhymes, 
Whoſe birth tradition notes not, nor who fram'd 
Its lofty ſtrains : The force of that high air 

Did Julius feel, when, fir'd by it, our fathers 
Firſt drove him recreant to his ſhips; and ill 
Had far'd his ſecond landing, but that fate _ 
Silenc'd the maſter Bard, who led the ſong. © - 
Now forth, brave Pair! Go, with our bleſſing go; 
Mute be the march, as ye aſcend the hill: 


Then, when ye hear the ang. of our ſhrill trumpet, 
Fall on the foe. , 


8 SARAOTACus. 
Now glory be thy guide; 85 
= of my ſoul, go forth and conquer, 1 
| EVE LINA. 
Brother, 1 
Yet one embrace. 0 thou eh 3 


I charge thee fight by my dear brother's ſide, 
And ſhield him from the foe ; for he is brave, -- 


And will with bold and well-directed arm 
Return thy ſuccour. 
. [Extiont Arviragus and Eidurus. 
. CHORUS. pate = 
Now, ye Prieſts, with ſpeed _ "Wh : 
„ MW Strew on the altar's height, your an, 
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'68 TAKACTACUS. 

And lighr:the morning fame. But why is this ? 

Why doth our brother Mador ſnatch his harp 

ec eu — ſtep ? 
CARACTAcUs. 

He is bbs d The fillet burſts, that bound 

His liberal locks ; his ſnowy veftments fall 

Fn ampler' folds; 40 i his floating form 

Doth ſcent to Suiten with divinity !_ 

Yet is he ſpeechleſs. Say, thou chief of Barde, 

What i is there in this airy Vacancy, | 


real? apogee 
o D 1 
5 6 ; 
HARK! heard ye not yon footſtep 8 
That ſhook. the earth with WR tread? 
Twas Deatlt. In haf 
The Warrior paſ t: 
High tower'd his delight "Ep 
| 2 mak d his mail, T mark his ſhield, © 
1 'py'd the ſparkling of his ſpear, 
1 ſaw his giant-arm the fakchion wield; | 
Wide war dthe bick ringblade,and Wache eye. 
ON een 
On me (be cry) _ Britons, wait. 
 Yo-lendyou eee : : 
I come: Yon car. RT ONO « 
F ² . d 


„ OW hn Wh OO OE Ur Oy Dur" NPR 


hed 4 ef oY df Hend Ind A ted 


hed. Ac 


CARACTACUS. bes 

I mount your Champion and your God. 

My proud ſteeds neigh- beneath — * 
Hark ! to my wheels of braſs, chin i 
Hark ! to my * clarion dere, ep 

$036 | 
eb tz, N 
ver ub sab fever's fire, 
Fear not now the death - bed groan | 
Pangs that torture, pains that tire, 
Bed-rid age with feeble moan: 
"Theſe domeſtic terrors wait 
Hourly at my palace gate; | 
And when o'er flothful — 8 
Theſe on the tyrant king and coward ſave 
Ruſh with vindictive rage, . 
| 2. I. 
But you, my Sons, e 


Shall ſhare the fulneſs of my. yower © 
From all your bows, 


In leveP'd rows, | 

My own dread ſhafts ſhall . 
Go then to conqueſt, gladly go, . 6 ry 
Deal forth my dole of deſtiny, _ a ETD 


F A 


With alt my fury daſh the trembling for 
Down to thoſe darkſome dens, where Rome's 1 


| ſpect + lie. * i 


7 eee 
Wil ahi the e ee 
Her black inexorable round, en = 

A 15 2 17 


| > Ham ev of the Dru ome dong, 7 


© 


70 c e Le e - 
And on the bank, . 

To willows dank, | Fn 

The ſhivering ghoſts are n "* 
Twelve thouſand creſcents all ſhall ſwell 

To full-orb'd pride, and all decline, 
Ere they again in life's gay manſions dwell: 


NEO ITE on — of fs. 


dom's line- 

| $777}. {£3 3. . 
No, my Britons | battle ſlain, 
Rapture gilds your parting hour: 
1, that all deſpotic reign, 
Claim but there a moment's power, 
 Swiftly the foul of Britiſh flame 

*Animates-ſome kindred frame, 


Swiftly to life and light triumphant fies, 8 


Exults again in martial ecſtacies 
n for freedom fights, again for freedom Ges, 


CARACTACUS. 
It does, it does! unconquer'd, undiſmaid, 
The Britiſh ſoul revives—Champion, lead 8% 
1 follow give me way. Some bleſſed ſhaft 
Will rid me of this clog of cumb'rous 
And I again ſhall in ſome 35 . 
. to redeem my country. 
CHORU 8. 
Stay thee, Prince, 


and mack what ar at ant — ds. 


Riſe from the altar's verge, and cleaye the ſkies: 
O *tis a proſperous omen "bang expe 
3 Eli www e TS: 


CARACTACUS yr 
- CARACTACUS, | 
I will end them to thee. | 
CHORUS. 
But ſee, a Bard approaches, and he bears chem 
Elſe is his eye no herald to his heart. | 
BARD, CHORUS, CARACTAC US. 
| CARACTACUS. | 
Speedily tell thy tale. 
BAR D. 
A tale like mine, 7 | 
I truſt your ears will e e pad bi 
Throꝰ each glad circumſtance. N Monarch hy learn, 
The Roman troop is fled. . 


CHORUS. 
—_— we thank ye! 


- "CARACTACUS. 
Fought they not ere they fled ? O tell me ut” 

jw il BARD. _ 
Silent, . 2s night, that wrapt us in her veil, 
We pac'd up yonder hill, whoſe woody ri 
Oferhung the ambuſh'd foe. No ſound was heard, 
Step felt, or ſight deſcry'd : for ſafely hid, 
Beneath the purple pall of ſacrifice 
Did ſleep our holy fire, nor ſaw the air, 
Till to that paſs we came, where whilom Brute 
Planted his five hoar altars. To our rites... 
Then ſwift we haſted, and in one ſhort moment. 
Each rocky pile was cloth'd with livid flame. 
Near each a white rob'd Drojd,onhat thaw: ak: 


> 


- 


7 CARACTACUS 
Thunder'd deep.execrations on the foe. 
Now wak'd our horrid ſymphony, now all 
\ Our harps terrific rang: Meanwhile the grove 
Trembled, che Altars ſhook, and.thro' our 1 
Our ſacred ſiſters. ruſhd in ſable robes, 
With hair diſhevel'd, and funereal brands 
'HurPd round with menacing fury. On they ruſh' 
Amid the magic ; rites, they do to night 
In our deep dens below. Motjons like theſe 
Were never dar'd before in open air 
| CHORUS. wii + 
Did I not ſay ve had a power within 8, 
| e gy ee, rt bl 
| And it 3; 
They ſtood agaſt, 8 to our wollied darts 
That thick as hail fell an their helms and corſlets, 
1 Scarce, rais dia warding, ſhield. The ſacred trumpet 
| OM Then rent the air, and inftant at the ſignal 
| Ruſh' d down Arviragus with all our vaſſals . 
A hot, but ſhoft- Ii d, conflict then enſued: 
For ſoon they fled, & 7 ſaw the Romans ES | 


bebe len the lg. mT = ab 325 i | 
8 CARACT AGES... | 
My ſon purſued? ; SAL Nod EQ cagl Di 
"170 n n eng 26612 0) id 4 : 
The prinee and Ekduras, Hle- twin liens, 4 
Did nde by ſide· engage. — eats 5 
Their words, «noMtroke fell * M- * A 


Gave him avviſtim,- 11 


CARACTACUS. 73 
CARACTACUS. : : 
Thus my friend Ebrancus! 
IIl- fated prince] didft thou and I in dd 
Unite our valours. In his prime he fell, 


On Conway's banks. I ſaw him fall, and flew 
85 murderer.— But how far did they purſue d 


BARD. 
Ev'n to the ſhips : For I deſcry'd the rout, 
Far as the twilight gleam would aid my ſight. | 


CARACTACUS. L 
Now, thanks tb the bright ſtar that rul'd his 
birth; 


Yes, he will ſoon retufn to chim my bleſſing, | 
And he ſhall have it pour'd in tears of joy 
On his bold breaſt e a heard a ſtep : 
J it not his? | 
| BARD: 
Tis ſvinis of our own train, . | 
be wor der lead hr Romans Ove: \ 


CHORUS, .CARACTACUS, CAPTIVES: 
My brethren, bear the priſoners to the caverh, 
Till we demand thetti;: 
CARACTACUS, 
Pauſe ye yet a while. | 
They ſeem of bold demeanor, and have helms, 
That ſpeak them leaders. Hear me, Romans, hear, 
That you are captives, is the chance of war: 
Tet captives as ye are, in Britain's ee t 


74 CARACTACUS, 


Lou are not ſlaves. Barbarians tho you calls us, 

We know the native rights, man claims from man, 

And therefore never ſhall we gall your necks 

With chains, or drag you at our ſcythed cars 

In arrogance of triumph. 'Nor, till taught 

By Rome (what Britain fure ſhould ſcorn to learn) 

Her avarice, will we barter ye for gold. 

True ye are captives, and our country's ſafety 

Forbids, we give you back to liberty: 

We give ye therefore to the immortal gods, 

To them we lift ye in the radiant cloud 

Of facrifice. They may in limbs of freedom 

Replace your free-born ſouls, and their high mercy 

Haply ſhall to ſome better world advance you; 

Or elſe in this reſtore that golden gift, 

Which loſt, leaves life a burden. Does there breathe 

A wretch ſo pall'd with the vain fear of death 

Can call this cruelty ? tis loye, tis mercy, 

And grant, ye gods, if ere I'm made a captive 

I meet the like fair treatment from the foe, 

Whoſe ſtronger ſtar quells mine. Now lead them on, 

And, Oy live, treat them, as men ſhould 
men, 

And not, as 3 treats Britain, | Captives. 

Druid, theſe, . 

Ev'n ſhould their chief ape may blaze to-morrow 


Js ude——Whence was * ſhriek? + 


A 


s, 


Calling to arms. 


CARACTACUS. 73 


EVELINA, CARACTACUS, CHORUS. 


| My father, 


Support me, take me trembling to your arms; 
All is not well. Ah me, my fears o'ercome me 
CARACTACUS. 

What means my child? 

EVELINA. 
Alas! we are betray d. DRE 
Ev'n now, as wand'ring in yon eaſtern grove 
I call'd the gods to aid us, the dread ſound 
Of many haſty ſteps did e ear + 
This way they preſt. 

CARACTACUS, 

Daughter, thy fears are vain, 

EVELINA. 
Methought I ſaw the flame of lighted pats, 
And what did glitter to. my dazzled fight, 
Like ſwords and helm. 

CAR ACTACUS. 

All, all the feeble coinage 0 
of maiden fear, | | 
EV ELINA. 
iy, if mine ear miſtook not, 
] heard the traitor's voice, who that 9 pd. 


CARACTACUS. 
Away with idle terrors/ 8 
n en dae ret cu an 
APES 
L 3 


56 CARACTACUS. 


The Romans fled, their leaders are our captives; 
Smile, my lov'd child, and imitate the ſun, 
That riſes ruddy from behind yon _ 
To hal him victor. 
CHORUS, 
That the riſing ſun! | 
O horror! horror! ſacrilegious fires 
Devour our groves: They blaze, they blaze 
O ſound | 
The trump again; recall the prince, or * 
Is loſt! | 
3 + A RACTACUS, 
Druid, where is thy fortitude ? 
Do not I live? Ig not this holy ſword 
Firm in my graſp ? I will preſerve your groves, 
Britons, I-go : Let thoſe, that dare die nobly, 
Follow my ſtep, _ (Exit CargBacus, 
4 + EVELIN&. 
0 hither does he go ? 
Return, return; Te holy men, wail uu 
an 
O 1 have loſt a father ! 
CHORUS. 
Ruthlek gods 15 = 
Ye take away our ſouls ; A i HY 
Reigns thro? the grove. O fly, my brethren, fly, 
To aid the king, fly to preſerve your altas! 
Alas! "is all in vain; our fate i is 8 


Behold thy bleeding brother, 
4 


4» %s 


CARACTACUS. 77 


ARVIR AGUS, ELIDURUS, EVELINA, | 
CHORUS. 


Thanks, good youth | 

Safe haſt. thou brought me to that holy ſpot, 

Where I did wiſh to die. Support me ſtill. 

O, I am ſick to death. Yet one ſtep more: 

Now lay me gently down. I would drag out 

This life, tho at ſame coſt of throbs and pangs, 

Juſt long enough to claim my father's bleſſing, 

And ſigh my laſt breath in my ſiſter's arms. 

—And here ſhe kneels, poor moe all dumb with | 
grief. 

Reſtrain thy ſorrow, gentleſt Evelina, 

True thou doſt ſee me bleed ; I blecd to death. 


EVELINA. 
Sayſt thou to death ? O gods! the barbed ſhaft 
Is buried in his breaſt. Yes, he muſt die; 
And I, alas! am doom'd to ſee him die. 
Where-are your healing arts, medicinal herbs, 
Ye holy men, your wonder- working ſpells ? 
Pluck me but out this ſhaft, ſtaunch but this blood, 
And I will call down bleffings on your heads 
With ſuch a fervency—And can ye not 
Then let me beg you on my bended knee, 
Give to my miſery ſome opiate drug, 

May ſhut up all my ſenſes. —Yes, good fathers, 
| Mingle the potion ſo, that it may kill me 
Juſt at the inſtant, this poor „ 

Heres his laſt ſigh, | 


Think on our father's age 


. 


8 CARACTACUS 


ARVIRAGUS. 
Talk. not thus wildly, . iſter, 


| EVELINA. 
Alas! my brother 
We have no father now; or if we bare, 
He is a captive. | 
| ARVIRAGUS. 
Captive ! O my wound ! 
toe as; e e | 
| LU ores, 
CHORUS. : 
Alas! 
We know no more, ſave that he ſallied ſingle 
To meet the foe, whole unexpected hoſt 
Round by the eaſt had wound their fraudful march, 


And fir'd our groves. 


| _ ELIDURUS. 
O fatal, fatal valour ! 
Then is he ſeiz'd, or ſlain, 
ARVIRAGUS, 
Too ſure he is! 
Druid, not half the Romans met our "Roe 
We found the fraud too-late : the reſt are youder, 
CHORUS. | 
How could they gain the paſs ? 
| ARVIRAGUS, 
The wretch, that fled 


That way, return'd, conducting half their powers; 
e thy 35 youth, I nun not n thee, 


P 


mJ — 


5 


CARACTACUS 79 
ELIDURUS. 
Thus my honeſt ſword 
Shall force the blood from the deteſted heart, 
That holds alliance with him. 
ARVIRAGUS. 
Elidurus, | . 
Hold, on our friendſhip, hold. Thou noble youth, 
Look on this innocent maid. She muſt to Rome, 
N to Rome. Thou ſeeſt warm life flow 
from me, 
Ere long ſhe'll have no brother, Heav'n's my 
witneſs, 


I do not wiſh, that thou ſhouldft live the ſlave 
Of Rome: But yet ſhe is my ſiſter. 


Prince, 


Thou urgeſt that, might make me drag an age 
In fetters worſe than Roman. I will live, 
n | | 


Euter BARD. 


Fly to your caverns, Druids, | | 
The grove! s beſet around. The chief mee 


CHORUS. 


Loet him approach, we will confront his pride, 


The chief that rules amid the groves of Mona 
Has not to fear his fury. What tho' age 
Slackens our ſinews; what tho ſhicld, and fivord / 
Give not their iron aid to guard our body; 


4 


10 C ARACTAC US. 

Yet virtue arms our ſoul, and gainſt that panoply 

What vails the rage of robbers. Let him come. | 
 ARVIRAGUS 

1 faint apace.—Ye venerable men, 

If ye can fave this body from pollution, 

If ye can tomb me in this ſacred place, | 

I truſt, ye will. I fought to fave theſe groves; 

And, fruitleſs. tho? I fought, ſome grateful oak, 

I truſt, will ſpread its reverential gloom | | 

O'er my pale aſhes.—Ah | that pang yas death | 

My liſter, Oh! [ dies, | 

'ELIDURUS. 8 | 

She faints ! Ah raiſe her 

: EVELINA, 


Yes, 
Now he is dead. I felt his ſpirit go 
In a cold ſigh, and as it paſt, methought 
It paus'd a while, and trembled on my lips! 
Take me not from him: Breathleſs as he is, | 
He is my brother ſtill, and if the gods 9 5 
Do pleaſe to grace him with ſome happier being, 
* ne er can give to him a fonder ſiſter. 
6 | CRODUS 
1 ſurround the corſe, and, ere the foe 
Approaches, chaunt with meet ſolemnit 
* A dirge your dying champion claims, 1 
12 SEMI CHORUS. A 

Lo, where bane o'er the ſhade 

Rome's ravening eagle bows her beaked head | 
Vet while a moment fate affords, | 
While yet a moment freedom ſtays, 


. 


ARA ACUS, 88 

That moment, which qutweighs 
Eternityſs unmeaſur'd hoards, .  - ĩ 
Shall Mona's grateful Bards employ - | 
Fo ren ha po Hm to hr. 

-._, A EMICHORVS.- - 
Ring out, ye mortal ſtrings s - Fo 
Anſwer thou heav'nly harp; mund with ſpirit all, 


That o'er the jaſper arch ſelf-warbling ſwings 
Of bleſt Andraſte's throne ; 4 
Thy ſacred ſounds alone 


Can celebrate the fal! 
Of boldArviragus:--[ Engr AulusDidius * 


8 8 


AULUS' DIDIUS, CHORUS, EVELINA, 


n 
Ye bloody prieſts, 


Behold, we burſt on your infernal rites, | 
And bid ye pauſe. Inſtant reftore our ſoldiers, | 
Nor hope that fuperſtition's ruthleſs ſtep 
Shall wade in Roman gore. Ye ſavage men, 
Did not our laws give licence to all faiths, _ 
We would o'erturn your altars, headlong heave 
Theſe ſhapeleſs ſymbols of your barbarous gods, 
And let the golden ſun into your caves. 

| CHORVS. 


| Servant of Cefar, has thine impzons tongue 
Spent the black venom of thy blaſphemy ? 


It has. Then take our curfes on thine head, . 
Ev'n his fell curſes, who doth reign ag 


Vicegerent of "0 1 * * 


3. CARACTACUS. 
AULUS D I DI US. 

Bold prieſt, I ſcorri thy curſes, and thyſelf{t, 

Soldiers, go ſearch the caves, and free the priſoners, 

Take heed, you ſeize Caractacus alive. 

Arreſt yon youth ; load him with heavieſt irons, 

He ſhall to Cæſar anſwer for his crime. 


' ELIDURUS. 
1 fand prepar't votrivinph i in my crime, 
AULUS' DIDIVS.. 
*Tis well, proud boy 5 
Look to the beauteous maid, (o the foldiers, 
That tranc'd in N * o'er IO bleeding 
Forſe, 217. 
Reſpect 1 ; 
E VELINA, 

Hence ye barharous men, 
Ye ſhall not take him weltring thus in blood, 
To ſhew at Rome, what Britiſh virtue was. 
Avaunt! The breathleſs. * that you. touch 
Was once Arviragus! ; 

lo, AULUS D1DIVs.. 
Fear us not, princeſs, - 
We reverence the dead. 

CHO RUS. 

Would. too to heay'n, |. RF . 
Ye reverencd the gods but ev'n 3 
Not (9 r | 
What 2 created fre. . 

| AULUS bibius 7905 
The wikis fight | "£5 
Not to enſlave, but humanize the wed. 


CARACTACUS 83 
CHORUS. 

Go too, we will not parley with thee, Roman: 
Inftant pronounce our doom. 

AuLus Diplus. 
Hear it, and thank us. ö 
This once our clemency ſhall ſpare your groves, 
If at our call ye yield the Britiſh king: 
Yet learn, when next ye aid the foes of Ceſar, 


That each old oak, whoſe ſolemn gloom ye boaſt, 
Shall bow beneath our axes. . 


CHORUS. 
Be they blaſted, 


W 


Mourn, Mona, mourn. Caractacus is captive! 
And doſt thou ſmile, falſe Roman? do not think 
He fell an eaſy prey. Know, ere 3 
Thy braveſt veterans bled. He too, thy thy, 

The baſe Brigantian prince, hath ſeal'd his fraud 
With death. "Bong thro* armed _ that 
bemm'd 25 | 

The caitiff round, the brave Caraftacus _ 
Seiz'd his falſe throat; and as he gave him death 
Indignant thunder'd, Thus is my laſt ſtroke: _ 
The ſtroke of juſtice.* Numbers then oppreſt him: 


I faw the ſlave, that cowardly behind 


Pinion'd his arms; I ſaw the ſacred ſword P30 

Wrich'd from his graſp : I ſaw, what now ye fee, 

ys ow na him. 
2 NM 2 


„% EARACTACUS 


cARACTAcus, AULUS DIDIUs, 
| CHORUS, &c. 


Romans, methinks the malice of yout tyrant 
Might fuxniſh heavier chains. Old as I am 
And wither'd as ye fee theſe war- worn limbs, 
Truſt me, non r cone ney | 
Injuftice dares impoſe. | 
Proud-creſted ſoldier ! © 2 [is Didins, 
Who ſeemſt the maſter- mover in this buſineſs, 
Say, doſt thou read leſs terror on my brow, ' 
Than when thou met'ſt me in the fields of war 
Heading my nations? No, my free - born ſoul 
Has ſcorn ſtil hic to fpaftle und theſe eyes, 
ann eee es. 7 Bos 
Is it thus! | L fading bis n bach. 
Then Tim judotd s ü Mighty gods 

My ſoul, my ſoul ſubmits: Patient it bears 
The pondrous load of grief ye 8 Ys 
Yes, it will grovel in this hatter'd breaſt, 
And be ts Hdcues thing, eee 
Coopt in a fertile ody. | 

© "AVG Vs DIDIUS.. 

: Droop not, ing. 1 
When Cluaiae, oa gui tur ofthe macs, 
Sl hor PING ION >" 

. e S 

1 © OARACTROUS. 
Oui & Remam Pity, Wider? $4 HOT 
And if he can, gods! wot a Brvan bear i? 


2 1 r 


SATA 1460s  W 
Arviragus, my bold, my breathleſs boy, 
Thou haſt eſcap'd ſuch pity : thou art free. 
Here in high Mona ſhall thy noble limbs 
Reſt in a noble grave ; poſterity 
Shall to thy tomb with annual reverence bring 
Sepulchral ſtones, and pile them to the 7 
Whilſt mine 


AULUS DIDIUS.. 
The morn doth haſten our departure, 


Prepare thee, king, to go; APIS 6. 
Now ſwells our Tails. 


CARACTACUS, 
Inhuman, that thou art ! 


Doſt thou deny a moment for a father . _ 
To ſhed a few warm tears o'er his dead 2 


I tell thee; chief, this act might claim a life 

To do it duly ; even a longer life, 

Than ſorrow ever fuffer d. Cruel man! 

And thou denieſt me moments. Be it fo. 

I know you Romans weep not for your children; 
You triumph o'er your tears, and chink it valour ; 

I triumph in my tears. Yes, beſt-lov'd boy, 

Yes, I can weep, can fall upon thy corſe, _ 
And I can year my hairs, theſe few grey hairs = 
The only honours war and age have left me. 

Ah ſon! thou mightſ have rul'd oer many matlons, 
As did thy royal anceſtry: But I, 

Raſh that 1 was, neer Knew the golden curb 
Diſcretion Hats on brav*ry : Elk perchance 
Theſe men, that faſten fetters on thy father, 

Had do him for peace and did his frag 


4 


25s CARACTACUS 


AULUS-DIDIUS. 
But thou waſt ſtill implacable to Rome, 
And ſcorn'd her friendſhip. 


CREE Tannoy up from the body. 
Soldier, I had arms, 


Had neighing ſteeds to whirl my iron cars, 

_ Had wealth, dominion. Doſt thou wonder, Roman, 
I fought to ſave them? What if Cæſar aims 

To lord it univerſal o'er the world, 

Shall the world tamely crouch at Cæſar's footſtool? 


|  AVLUS DIDIUS. 
Read in thy fate our anſwer. Yet if ſooner 
Thy pride had yiekded— | | 


 DCARACTACUS 
Thank thy gods, I did not. 
Had it been ſo, the glory of thy maſter, 

Like my misfortunes, had been ſhort and trivial, 
Oblivion's ready prey : Now after ſtruggling 
Nine years, and that right bravely *gainſt a tyrant, 
Jam his ſlave to treat as ſeems him good; 

If cruelly, *twill be an eaſy taſk | 
To bow a wretch, alas ! how bow'd already! 
Down to the duſt : If well, his clemency, 
When trick d and varniſh'd | by your gloſſing pen- 
men, er 
Will ſhine in N 3 r 
Himſelf; it boots not me. Look there, look there, 

The flave that ſhot: that dart, left not a hope 

For Joſt Caraftacus ! Ariſe, | my daughter. 
Alas 1 :Poor Rahe art chou too in vile fetters? 
i . . bo Eligurus, 


— 


CARACTACUS 7 


Come hither, youth : Be thou to me a ſon, 

To her a brother. Thus with trembling arms 

J lead ye forth; children, we go to Rome. 
Weepſt thou, my girl? I prithee hoard thy tears 
For the ſad meeting of thy captive mother : 

For we have much to tell her, much to ſay 

Of theſe good men, who nurtur'd us in Mona 
Much of the fraud and malice, that purſued us; 
Much. of her ſon, who pour'd his precious blood 
To ſave his fire and ſiſter : Thinkſt thou, maid, 
Her gentleneſs can hear the tale, and live? 

And yet ſhe muſt. O gods, I grow a talker ! 
Grief and old age are ever full of words : 

But I'll be mute. Adieu! ye holy men; 

Yet one look more—Now lead us hence for ever. 


Tut EN D. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 
HE few following quotations, from ancient 


. authors, are here thrown together, in order 
to ſupport and explain ſome in the Drama, 
= reſpe& the manners of the Druids ; and which, 

general account of their cuſtoms, to be found 
in our hiſtoric of Brian Nene 


Page 2. 5. 15. 
On the left. beg g 
Reſide the * ſages {kill'd in nature's lore : 


. e. The Euvates ; one of the three claſſes of 
the Druids, according to Am. Marcellinus. Studia 
liberalium doctrinarum inchoata per Bardos, Eu- 
vates, & Druidas. This claſs, Strabo tells us, had 
the care of the ſacrifices, 5 
loſophy; which here, by the changeful univerſe, is 
| fhewn to be on on Pythagorean principles. . When- 
ever the Prieſts are mentioned in the ſubſequent 
parts of the Drama, this order of men is intended 
to be meant, as Ting from the Druids and 


11 


p- 
* 3 malt live; 
Yet ſhalt thou live an interdicted wretch, 
All rights of nature cancell'd. : 
Alluding to the Druidical 
nication, mentioned by Ceſar. Si quis aut 
ſtetit, 2 


go ILLUSTRATIONS. 


ficiis interdicunt. Hæc pœna apud eos eſt gra- 
viſſima. Quibus ita eſt interdictum, ii numero 
impiorum ac ſceleratorum habentur neque lis 
petentibus) us redditur, neque honos ullus commu- 
nicatur. r Lib. vi. 


p. 10. J. 2. | 
Are the milk-white ſteers prepar d 7 


In the minute deſcription which Pliny gives us 
of the ceremony of gathering the miſletoe, he tells 
us, they ſacrificed two white bulls. See Pliny's 


Natural Hiſtory, L. 16. c. 44. which Drayton, in 
his Polyolbion, thus verſifies. 


Sometimes within my ſhades, in many an an- 
cient wood, 


| Whoſe often-twined tops great Phoebus? fires 
rene withſtood, 
© The fearleſs Britiſh prieſts, under an aged 
Taking a milk white bull, ane wich h th 


yoke, 


And with an ax of gold, from that Jove-ſacred 
tree 


The e cut ! then with a bended knee 
On th' unhew 'daltar laid, put to the hallow d fires; 
And whilſt in the ſharp flame the trembling 


_ fleſh expires, 
As their ſtrong fury moy'd (when all the reſt 
adore) «= 


Pronouncing their defires the ſacrifice before, 
Up to th eternal heav'n their bloodied hands did 
| rear : 
And whilſt the murmring woods ev'n ſhudder'd 
f as with fear, 
BY Preach'd to the beardleſs youth the foul's i im- 
5 mortal ſtate: 


ILLUSTRATIONS 92 
To other bodies ſtill how it ſhould tranſmigrate, 
That to contempt of death them ſtrongly did 
nee. Ninth Song. 

Page 10. 5. 19. 
Where our matron ſiſter dwells. 


The exiſtence of female Druids ſeems aſcer- 
tained by Tacitus, in his deſcription of the final 
deſtruction of Mona by Paulinus Suetonius. Sta- 
bat pro litore diverſa acies denſa armis viriſque in- 
tercurſantibus fæminis, &c. Alſo by the known 
ſtory of Diocleſian, on which Fletcher formed a 
play, called the Propheteſs. 


* 
a a@ + 


8 1 Page 10. y. 21. : 
And the potent adder-ſtone, 


The ovum anguinum, or ſerpent's egg; a fa- 


mous Druidical amulet, thus circumſtantially de- 


ſcribed by Pliny.— Præterea eſt ovorum genus 
in magna Galliarum fama, omiſſum Græcis. An- 
gues innumeri æſtate convoluti, ſalivis faucium cor- 
porumque ſpumis artifici complexu glomerantur; 
anguinum appellatur. Druidæ ſibilis id dicunt in 
ſublime jactari, ſagoque oportere intercipi, ne tel- 
lurem attingat. Profugere raptorem equo, ſerpen- 


tes enim inſequi, donec arceantur amnis alicujus in- 


terventu, &c. Nat. Hiſt, Lib. xxix. c. 3. 


There are remains of this ſuperſtition ſtill, both _ 


in the north and weſt parts of our iſland. For 


 Lhwyd, the author of the Archeologia, writes thus 


to Rowland; ſee Mona Antiqua, p. 338. The 

Druid doctrine about the Glain Neidr, obtains - 

„very much thro? all Scotland, as well lowlands 
e 8 SES" 2 UN 


92a ILLUSTRATIONS. 
« as highlands; but there is not 'a word of it 
„ this kingdom (Ireland); where, — he [ 
& ſnakes, they could not propagate it. Beſides 
* ſnake-ſtones, the highlanders 55. their ſnail- 
« ſtones,” paddock-ſtenes, &c. to all which they 
<« attribute their ſeveral virtues, and wear them as 
“ amulets.” And in another letter he writes, The 
« Corniſh retain variety of charms, and have ſtill, 
towards the. land's - end, the amulet of Maen 
8 , and Glain Neidr, which latter they call 
llpteu, or Melpreu, and have a charm for 
os = ſnake to make it, when they. have found 


6 Zone aſleep, eee eee 
of her, ſpires.” 3 


Page 25. 7. 5. 

Have the milk white ſteeds 
Untein d, and, neighing, my with fa- 
v'ring ſteps. : 


The few and 1 accounts antiquity gives 
us of ceremonies, &c. which are en: ten 
Pruidical, makes it neceſſary in this, and in other 
places of the Drama, to have recourſe to Tacitus's 
account of the Germans, amongſt whom, if there 
were really no eſtabliſned Druids, there was cer- 
tainly a great correſpondency, in religious opinions, 
with the Gauls and Britons. The paſſage here al- 
luded to is taken from his 10th chapter. Pro- 
prium gentis, equorumque quoque præſagia ac mo- 
nitus experiri. Publice aluntur iiſdem nemoribus 
ac lucis, candidi & nullo mortali opere contucti, 
5 preſſos ſacro curru, ſacerdos ac rex, vel 

ms civitatis comitantur, hinnitus & — rt 

| ſervant, nec ulli auſpicio major fides non- ſolum 
apud Plebem, on A ap mer 


des. 5 4 
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Fuge 26, „ % 
Thou art a king, a ſoy'reign o'er frail man: 
I am a Druid, fervant of the gods. 
Such ſervice is above ſuch ſovereignty. 
The fupreme-aurhority of the Druids over their 


kings, is thus aſcertained by Dion. Chryſoſtom. 
Kexros de - 0u5 ovate Apuides, aal rarug Wie May- 


mem errang t Tv arm Coba, wy artu, v0. Ba o- 


Xevoiv vdev Eu wparreuv, vd HV wie T0 f AA 
des ereus af Nei Tug . HννH,⸗Qü aur umngerag xa 


. Quaxovoug Nine Thc Nang, e Obe xalnuorr, xa 
0445 par BAang eee, KAY WOAUTIjAMWS EVWNEFREVE;. 


Helmodus alſo de Slavis, 1. ii. c. 12. afferts, Rex 


5 2 in oomparatione 


P e 26. J. 1 


The time ſh — dſt and 
death, 


Thron'd in- a burning Car. 
Strabo, and other writers, tell us, the Druids 


| taught, t that the world was finally to be deſtroyed 
| by firez upon ah chin 2 is . 


Pa age 84. 34. 7 V. : 85 
: Hub . 
Hawe wak'd theſe abt, in the untainted 


breaſt 
_ Of this mild main.” 
Ineſſe enim ſan&um. quid & providum foaminis 


— Nes aus conflia ipſoryr aſpernantur, aut 


Tac. de morib. Germ. and Strabo 
to the hike. purpoſe, L vii. Agar . 
N W oi ral rar Year, - | 


wr 


z: ĩᷣ— 6 149” hets.s ©. 
* 


varer Saga. 
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Page 38. . 13. 6 
OL. 2s FS Behold yon huge 
And unhewn ſphere. of living adamant. 
This is meant to deſcribe the rocking-ftone; of 
which there are ſeveral ſtill to be ſeen in Wales, 
Cornwall, and. Derbyſhire. They are univerſally 
thought, by antiquarians, to be Druid monuments ; 


and Mr. Toland thinks, that the Druids made 


the people believe that they only could move 
c them, and that by a miracle, by which they 
4 condemned or acquitted the accuſed, and often 
© brought criminals to confeſs what could in no 
% other way be extorted from them.“ *T'was this 
conjecture which gave the hint for this piece of ma- 
chinery. The reader may find a deſcription of one 
of theſe rocking-ſtones in Camden's Britannia, in 
his account of Pembrokeſhire ; and alſo ſeveral in 


Borlaſe's hiſtory.of Cornwall. 
1 85 Page 63. J. 19. 
a — And its name 


* 


* JI. 
The name of the inchanted ſword in the Her- 


. 

By the bright circle of the golden ſun. 
This adjuration is taken from the literal form of 
the old Druidical oath, which they adminiſtered to 
their diſciples; and which the learned Selden, in 


Prolog. de Diis Syr. e us from Vettius Valens 
Antiochenus, I. vii. It 


| is as follows: Erruſygavorras; 
ep H AIO T ne ice KuxACv xa ZEAHNHY avw- 
us doe roy v N 85"8p(v d paris * N. XUXAGY 


ATOKAIAEKA ZNAINN:w amoxguPyis Tavre” 
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Ne Xa rig anaudeurIL 1 HpviTuS | un peradidove, 


vim TE. dal nN ro E101 YHOU END 0 MOVEaEi, &c. 


er tene Page: J. 20; * | | 

Near each a white-rob'd' Druid; whoſe 
ſtern voice EYE: | 
Thunder'd deep execrations on the foe. 


This account is taken from what hiſtory tells us 


| did really happen ſome years after, when the groves 


of Mona were deſtroyed by Suetonius Paulinus. 
Igieur Monam inſulam incolis validam, & recep- 
taculum- perfugarum aggredi parat, naveſque fa- 
bricatur plano alveo, adverſus breve litus & in- 
certum. Sic Pedes ; equites vado ſecuti, aut alti- 
ores inter undas, adnantes equis tranſmiſere. Sta- 
bat pro litore diverſa acies denſa armis viriſque, 
intercurſantibus fœminis: in modum Furiarum, 
veſte ferali crinibus dejectis faces præferebant. Drui- 
dz circum, preces diras ſublatis ad cœlum manibus 
fundentes, novitate aſpectus perculere milites ut 
quaſi hærentibus membris, immobile corpus vul- 
neribus præberent. Dein cohortationibus ducis, & 
ſe ipſi ſtimulantes ne muliebre & fanaticum agmen 
paveſcerent, inferunt ſigna, ſternuntque obvios & 
igni ſuo involvunt. Tac. Ann. I. xiv. c. 29, 


. $L..A:10; 4; 
\ Theſe ſhapeleſs ſymbols of your barbarous 
gods. | WERE 
The Druids did not really worſhip the divinity 
under any ſymbol. But this is put intentionally 
into the mouth of the. Roman, as miſtaking the 
rude ſtones placed round the grove, for idols. 
Thus Lucan in his beautiful deſcription of a Druid 
grove, f 2 


— 


96 ILLUSTRATIONS 


fimulacraque mceſta' deorum Zo. 
Arte carent cæſiſque extant informia truncis. 
Phar. Lib. iii 
Some imagery from the ſame deſcription is al 
ES borrowed in the opening of the Drama 


Page 86. 5. 
a BETS, 


5 This paſſage, and ſome others in this ſcene, are 
1 ee foros Hagph. lo Tacks 
__— before the throne of Claudius; but W 
1 88 Cn, 
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